
 

 

Thursday November 14th, 2023 No. 36 - 2023 
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 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

PLEASE NOTE: 
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 

  

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
This Sunday we light the third candle on the Advent wreath, the pink candle which symbolizes joy. It 
is also known as the “Shepard's Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The 
third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the 
world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that we experience knowing we have 
reached the midpoint of Advent. The following Sunday is the fourth and final week of Advent where 
the fourth candle is lit which symbolizes love. The ultimate love of God that He might send His only 
Son for us. It is also known as the “Angels Candle”. It reminds us of the message of the 
angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward All Men.” There is a fifth, and final, candle to be lit. Known 
as "Christ's candle", this white candle is placed in the middle of the Advent Wreath and lit on  
Christmas Day to represent the pure light of Jesus, who come on Christmas day as a baby in a  
manger. 

 
At the final assembly held yesterday morning we announced all the student leaders for 2024. We whole heartedly  
congratulate all the new school leaders and know that each young person will try their best in their new roles next year. We 
also acknowledge and thank all the outgoing school leaders for their contribution over the year. We wish all these young 
people the very best as they move onto new adventures in 2024.   
 
We also said farewell to the many families leaving us at the end of the year. We wish each one all the best as they move to 
other school communities and thank them for their contribution to our school community in their time here at St Damian’s.  
Thank you and all the very best.   
 
This evening we will hold the Year 6 Graduation. It will be very sad to say goodbye to these young people who have, in the 
main, been part of our school community for the past seven years. They have been an amazing group of young people and 
we have been blessed to have them as part of our school. Now it is time for them to move onto the next chapter of their life 
story and begin their Secondary schooling.  We thank them for all they have contributed to our school and wish them every 
success into the future. Goodbye and Good Luck.  
 
As we conclude the school year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and loyalty to our 
school. I also thank all our Committees, both school and parish that contribute greatly to the education and life of the  
children at St Damian’s. I especially thank our School Advisory Committee members and our Parent’s Association. Most 
especially we thank all who volunteered in our school over the year, whether it was to support our camp program, our  
classroom learning, excursions, etc. The work and support of our parents, grandparents and friends is highly valued and we 
thank you for your contribution to the life of our school.   
 
The 2023 School Year Ends today Thursday 14

th
 December after graduation for the Year 6 students and tomorrow  

Friday 15
th

 for all students from Prep – Year 5 at the usual dismissal time of 3.15pm.   
 
First Two Days of 2024 
As we did last year, staff will use the first two days of the school year to assess all students. All families will have received 
communication detailing the day and the time that the children will need to come to school on one of the two days, either 
Tuesday 30

th
 or Wednesday 31

st
 of January. We request that families come on the day assigned as we have a limited 

timeframe to test students and if they come on the wrong day there may not be time to assess properly. Students from Year 
1-6 will then begin the new school year on Thursday 1

st
 February. The new Foundation Year students will begin on Friday 

2
nd

 February. 
  
Prayer for our Graduates: 
 

Heavenly Father, surround those who are graduating with Your Grace. Bless them with hope so that  
they move into the future with eager and open hearts. Help them to put the knowledge, skills and insights gained through 
their education to use for the good of all humankind. Inspire them to believe in the goodness of life even when faced with 

challenges and difficulties. As they commence a new chapter in their lives, may they grow ever more grateful and wise. All 
of this we ask in the name of Jesus, Your beloved Son. Amen 
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Christmas Prayer  

"Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus that we may share in the song of the angels, the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all 

over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Amen 
 

 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year and thank you everyone. Until next year,  

 

Rosanna 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you 

Thank you to all St Damian’s Families for your generous  

contributions to our Christmas Giving Tree. St Vincent de Paul  

volunteers will now distribute the gifts to those in need. 

 

The Season of Advent 
As we continue our celebration of the Season of Advent, this Sunday we light 

the third of the Advent Candles. We are reminded that the ancient peoples 

longed for someone to come to them and give them hope for a better way to 

live. May we embrace Advent as a season of joy, always knowing Jesus’ life, 

death and resurrection made way for our salvation  

 

 
 

A Christmas Blessing 
 

Whenever we gaze into a crib this Christmas Season, 
may new hope and joy flood our spirit. 

Whenever we watch babies and young children play, 
may new energy delight our hearts. 

Whenever we are tantalised by the aroma of a bbq, 
may we unwind, relax and enjoy time off. 

Whenever the crush of family and friends overwhelms us, 
may the hospitality of our hearts expand. 

Whenever we provide a meal or bed over the holidays, 
may we experience love and appreciation. 
Whenever we put our feet up for leisure, 

may the humble presence of the incarnate God companion us. 
Whenever we feel our distance from each other around the world, 

may the Christ child draw us into unity. Amen 

 
Thank you 
Thank you to our School Community for your ongoing support of our Teachers and Students here at St Damian’s. May we 
continue to grow in Faith and Love.  
 
I wish all families a joyful and peaceful Christmas Season. 
 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 
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Donations of clean, good condition uniforms and school bags etc are 
gratefully  appreciated. They can be left in the labelled box outside the 

School Office.  
 

(We cannot accept damaged, old or stained items). Cash sales only. 
 

Open each FRIDAY: 9am-10am (located up the hill just after the office  
entrance). 

Please email sduniformshop@hotmail.com for any item requests  

Term 4  

Thursday 14th Last Day Year 6’s  

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 7.00pm 

Friday 15th Last Day of Term 4 

  

January 2024  

Tuesday 30th Student Testing 8.45am—3.15pm 

Wednesday 31st Student Testing 8.45am—3.15pm 

February  

Thursday 1st Year 1-6 students to commence school 

2024 SCHOOL FEES  
 

FAMILY FEES  
School Fees           $    1,970 
Capital Fees          $       575 
               ...…....….. 
               $    2,545 
 

STUDENT FEES  
Curriculum Levy 
(includes excursions, student resources, art and library resources)  
     
Year   Prep            $       395 
Years 1 to 3             $       460 
Years 4 to 6          $       490 
 

$130.00 discount for fees paid in full by the 30th March 2024 
 

Camp Fees 
Year 3 Camp Experience       $  TBA 
Year 4 Camp Experience       $  TBA 
Year 5/6 Camp Experience      $  TBA 
 
School Camp fees must be paid prior to the Camp commencement date.  
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St Damian’s Parish Dates to Remember 

 
Saturday 9th December—Advent Retreat led by the Proclaim Office. 10.00am to 4.00pm, Venue St Damian’s Parish 

 
Friday 15th December 7.00pm—3rd Rite & Individual Confession if you wish. 

 
Saturday 16th December—Christmas Preparation Working Bee at 9.00 to 11.30am 

 
Friday 22nd December—Christmas Carols Prayer Service @ 7.30pm to 8.30pm 

 
Sunday 24th December—Christmas Eve Mass , Carols at 6.00pm Mass at 6.30pm   

Christmas Eve Mass, Carols at 9.00pm Mass at 9.30pm 
 

Monday 25th December, Christmas Day—8.00am & 10.00 am Christmas  Mass 
 

Saturday 30th December—Feast of the Holy Family, 5.30pm 
 

Sunday 31st December—Feast of the Holy Family 8.00am & 10.00am 
 

Monday 1st January 2024—Mary, the Holy Mother of God, 7.00pm Mass 
 

During January normal weekday and weekend Mass Program.. 
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