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PLEASE NOTE: 
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

This Sunday begins the season of Advent. The first day of Advent is the first day of a new Liturgical (or Church)  
calendar and begins a four week period of preparation for the nativity of Jesus Christ at Christmas. The Advent Season is all 
about reflecting on how we can prepare our hearts and homes for Christ's birth in the world as it is today. During the Advent 
Season we use the Advent Wreath to remind us that Christmas is very close. The four candles of the Advent Wreath  
specifically symbolise the Christian concepts of hope, peace, joy and love, with these candles being lit subsequently 
throughout each week of the Advent Season. On the first week of Advent we light the candle of hope. Jesus’ birth is a time 
of hope. As the world faces crises of violence, injustice, war and brokenness, only God’s redemptive love can truly bring 
peace and healing. God works through us as Christians when we do our part, through prayer and action, to love our  
neighbors near and far. We can trust in God’s promises of restoration for the world. During this first week of Advent, let us 
pray for a world that is less violent and destructive and bring hope and peace to all those we meet.  

 
Christmas Carols 
Our decision to postpone the Carols to next Tuesday 5

th
 December was the right decision based on the 

cold and wet weather we experienced yesterday. As this is the final event for the year we are hoping 
that all our families will join us to celebrate the end of another wonderful year of learning. Families are 
invited to bring picnic rugs, picnic chairs and join in with the singing as the students present a simple 
Nativity story. Hopefully it will be a lovely evening weather wise for us to enjoy our last community event 
together. Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the Christmas Raffle which will be drawn on this night.  
 

Whole School Orientation for 2024 
The students from Prep to Year 5 will meet their new classes and teacher for next year on December 8

th
 for lunch at 

11.30am and then again for an hour’s activity session on Monday 11
th
 December at 10.30am. We hope that as many of the 

new teachers as possible will be able to join us on these days.  
 
School Closure Day 
Please note that next Thursday December 7

th 
is a pupil free day to allow staff to plan for the 2024 school year. Students are 

not required at school on this day. 
 
Final School Assembly 
The final school assembly will be held Monday 11

th
 December at 9.15am in the hall. At this assembly we usually announce 

our new Student Leaders for 2024 as well as farewell staff officially. Families are warmly welcome to attend.  
 
Staff News 
After 43 years of service at St Damian’s and to Catholic Education in general, Mrs Mattie Dragonetti is retiring!! 
Mrs Dragonetti began her teaching career at St Damian’s in 1980 as a classroom teacher and then as Literacy Leader 
Years 3-6 supporting staff and students alike, as well as being instrumental in her role as mentor teacher and FIRE Carrier 
Leader. We will miss her very much but wish her all the very best as she begins this new phase in her life. Thank you 
Mattie. Enjoy retirement and all it has to offer. 
 
Mrs Melissa Cali is also leaving us and is joining the school community at St Catherine’s school in Lalor. Mrs Cali has 
been at St Damian’s for three years and has taught the students in the middle and junior years. We wish her all the best in 
her new school and thank her for her contribution to our school community. We also say goodbye to Miss Lauren Davies 
who is leaving us after a short time here at St Damian’s. Miss Davies is moving back to the Ministry Schools taking up a 
teaching position at Willmot Primary. We thank her for her work here at St Damian’s and wish her all the best in her new 
school. Miss Gabriela Guimaeras our STEM teacher is moving to Bourke in NSW and taking up a teaching position in the 
country. Miss Guimaeras has only been with us a short time but has provided the junior students with some exciting STEM 
experiences in this time. We wish her all the best in her new adventures.   
 
Mr Michael Fay is also leaving us. Mr Fay came to our school halfway through 2022 and taught Year 2, this year he 
has been working with the Year 4 students. Mr Fay has accepted a position at Lakes Entrance and is making a ‘sea (lake) 
change’. We thank him for his contribution to our school and wish him all the best next year. Mrs Sophie Kerss is leaving St 
Damian’s after a number of years. In the past few years Mrs Kerss has worked part-time whilst on Maternity Leave and  
returned to full time teaching in the second half of this year after taking some Long Service Leave. In her time at  
St Damian’s Mrs Kerss worked across the school teaching different year levels. We wish her all the best as she moves to 
the Ministry Schools teaching at Montmorency Primary next year.  We thank her for her work at St Damian’s. Miss Natasha 
Solomons has accepted a teaching position at St Mary McKillop of the Cross in Epping and will begin there next 
year. Miss Solomons has been at St Damian’s for two years and has mainly taught Year 2 students. We thank her for her 
work with her students and wish her all the best in her new school  Miss Martina Tran who is currently on leave has decided 
not to return to St Damian’s next year. Miss Tran has caught the travel bug and is enjoying visiting many places. Next year 
Miss Tran is moving to Queensland and will be teaching in the warmth. We wish Miss Tran all the very best and thank her 
for all her work at St Damian’s. We wish each of these teachers a wonderful new year, may their new schools or new  
adventures bring them much joy and fulfillment well into the future. 
 
The 2023 School Year Ends on Thursday 14

th
 December after graduation for the Year 6 students and on Friday 15

th
 for 

all students from Prep – Year 5.   
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First Two Days of 2024 
As we did last year, staff will use the first two days of the school year to assess all students. All families will receive a letter 
detailing the day and the time that the children will need to come to school on one of the two days, either Tuesday 30

th
 or 

Wednesday 31
st
 of January. We request that families come on the day assigned as we have a limited timeframe to test  

students and if they come on the wrong day there may not be time to assess properly. This information will be sent home 
soon. Students from Year 1-6 will then begin the new school year on Thursday 1

st
 February. The new Foundation  

Year students will begin on Friday 2
nd

 February. 
  
School Reports  
The end of year reports will be emailed to families on Friday 8th December. The teachers have dedicated much time and 
effort to assessing the students and providing you with the details of their progress, standard reached and achievements. 
Parents wishing to discuss any aspect of their child’s report are encouraged to make a mutually convenient time with their 
child’s teacher.  
 
Prayer  
 
Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
We name the brokenness of the world we live in, and we ask God to restore creation — to shine God’s face upon the world 
so that God’s righteousness and justice might reign. We long for signs of hope for restoration.   
 
 

Have a great week everyone.  

Rosanna 

St Damian’s Parent Association 
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St. Damian’s Nativity and Christmas Carols Evening 
Our Christmas Carols Evening has been postponed to next Tuesday 5

th
 December. We will be presenting the Nativity 

along with some traditional carols. The evening will commence at 7:00pm. The Students have been preparing in earnest so 
please come along and celebrate with our community. Thank you for your support.  
 

Sacraments 2024 

Please find below the Sacramental Dates for 2024. These dates will be published again in 2024. However, you might like to 

add any relevant dates to your Diary as reference. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 2024 – Year 2 Students – Thursday 6
th

 June 7pm; 
Sacrament of Confirmation 2024 – Year 6 Students – Saturday 20

th
 July 2pm; and 

Sacrament of Eucharist 2023 – Year 4 Students – Saturday 23
rd

 November 2pm. 
 

End of Year Mass 

St Damian’s School Community will celebrate our End of Year Mass next Wednesday 6
th

 December at 9:15am. All are 

welcome to attend. 

 
The Season of Advent 
As we begin our celebration of the Season of Advent, this Sunday we light the first candle. To this waiting time we bring the 
experiences of the year past, and we are reminded again of the love God has for us, endless and ever new, symbolised in 
the circle of the Advent Wreath. As we light the first of the candles, we look forward with hope to the celebration of Jesus ’ 
birth. 
 

The Colours of Advent 

For many centuries, purple was the colour used during Advent. Purple, in our Church, is a colour associated with an attitude 

of repentance and sorrow and corresponds to how people prepare themselves. In more recent times, however, and in align-

ment with the Advent Scripture Readings, the darker coloured purple has been replaced by a lighter, less sombre violet to 

better represent the feelings of hope, joy, expectation and anticipation as we wait and prepare to celebrate the memory of 

Jesus’ coming at the first Christmas. 

 

Advent in the Catholic Tradition 

Advent is about joyful waiting. Our anticipation builds each Sunday as we wait through the darkness of injustice for the 

dawning of right relationship. We see a new vision for our world and for how we might live. Our focus is liberation, justice 

and peace, as embodied in the words of Mary’s Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55).  

Advent prepares us for Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered. Throughout the season, our minds and 

hearts are directed to await Christ’s second coming at the end of time.  

The Scriptural images of Advent tell of a God who frees us from rigidity, gives sight to our blindness, feeds our hungering 

hearts and sets us in equality with all people. Advent is the season when we intentionally practise hope, when we con-

sciously act for justice, and when we joyfully live in expectation of promises fulfilled. 

 

St. Damian’s Christmas Giving Tree 

As is tradition at St. Damian’s, we have been invited by St. Vincent De Paul to support those in need by providing gifts. We 

would be most appreciative if you could contribute to our collection. To enable enough time for the gifts to be distributed to 

those in need, the closing date for donations is this Friday 1st December. 

Thank you in advance for your contributions towards this worthy cause. It is a privilege to witness our community take action 

for others. 

 

A Prayer for Advent 
May we take the time to be aware that 

in the midst of our busy preparations for the celebration of  
Christ’s birth in ancient Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in  

the Bethlehems of our homes and daily lives. 
May we take time, slow down and be still. 

May we be awake to the Divine Mystery that looks so common 
and so ordinary yet is wondrously present. Amen. 

 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 



 

 

PAGE 5 

2024 SCHOOL FEES  
 

FAMILY FEES  
School Fees           $    1,970 
Capital Fees          $       575 
               ...…....….. 
               $    2,545 
 

STUDENT FEES  
Curriculum Levy 
(includes excursions, student resources, art and library resources)  
     
Year   Prep            $       395 
Years 1 to 3             $       460 
Years 4 to 6          $       490 
 

$130.00 discount for fees paid in full by the 30th March 2024 
 

Camp Fees 
Year 3 Camp Experience       $  TBA 
Year 4 Camp Experience       $  TBA 
Year 5/6 Camp Experience      $  TBA 
 
School Camp fees must be paid prior to the Camp commencement date.  
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Micah Burns 2D 
Alex Grandikis 2D 

Radmehr Nakhostinfathi 2D 
Reya Porwal 2D 

 
Serena Yu  3C 

 
Kasia Arfi 4M 

Adan Bugueno 4M 
Samuel Gusatto 4M 

Mikey Kelly 4M 
 

Prep A Samuel D’Errico For being a thoughtful and caring student. 

Prep M Salma Shaik For having a great attitude to school and learning  and always giving 100%. 

1A Jason Han For being a helpful and cooperative student and working well with others. 

1C Charles Deng For working really hard when writing an information report. 

1M Ashlea Lin For doing her very best all the time. 

 Luka Calleja For doing his best handwriting and for writing interesting sentences. 

2D Edwin Lee 
For his hard work towards researching and drafting a detailed information report on  
squirrels. 

2W Kristy Xue For her detailed information report writing. 

3C Lucas Gao For working diligently to improve your writing skills. 

 Mahalia Bhatt For her wonderful information report about Pythons. 

3K Cruz De Silva For staying focused and producing a wonderful recount about our excursion. 

3M Josephine Yousif For doing her best by consistently displaying a positive attitude towards learning. 

4F Robbie Mullick For improving his handwriting and being a team member of 4F. 

4M Jade Peterson For demonstrating your understanding of human impact on animal habitats. 

5B 
Alex Junacko-
Moschoyiannis 

For consistently contributing to all class discussions. 

5R Alexander D’Errico For demonstrating improved leadership skills. 

6C 
Haresh  
Yasokarthikeyan 

For consistently taking the initiative to complete his Literature Circle tasks. 

6S Jonathan Capuana Being a thoughtful and considerate member of 6S. 
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Dear families,  
 
The Year 1 students have had the opportunity to watch chickens emerge from their eggs as part of their Inquiry Unit, The 
Diversity of Different Habitats.  Currently we have nine chicks and have seen six eggs hatch with another four getting ready 
to hatch, which has been very exciting. 
 
From next Friday, our chicks will be available for permanent adoption. Our chicks are free to go to a good home (but must 
be adopted as at least a pair as chickens are a flock animal) and starter kits will be available to purchase for $40.   
 
If you would like to adopt a chick, please contact Linda from Henny Penny Hatching on 0422 404 233 or 
email hpnortheast@hotmail.com.  
 
More information and fact sheets can be obtained by emailing Mrs Cali on Melissa.cali@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au 
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Donations of clean, good condition uniforms and school bags etc are 
gratefully  appreciated. They can be left in the labelled box outside the 

School Office.  
 

(We cannot accept damaged, old or stained items). Cash sales only. 
 

Open each FRIDAY: 9am-10am (located up the hill just after the office  
entrance). 

Please email sduniformshop@hotmail.com for any item requests  

Term 4  

December  

Tuesday 5th St Damian’s Carols Evening 7pm 

Wednesday 6th End of Year School Mass 9.15am 

Thursday 7th Student Free Day 

Thursday 14th Last Day Year 6’s  

 Year 6 Graduation Mass 7.00pm 

Friday 15th Last Day of Term 4 

  

January 2024  

Tuesday 30th Student Testing 8.45am—3.15pm 

Wednesday 31st Student Testing 8.45am—3.15pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Maths Family Fun 

 
Seniors  

A clothing manufacturer uses ⅕ of a bottle of colour dye to make one pair of pants. The manufacturer used ⅘ of a bottle 
yesterday. How many pairs of pants did the manufacturer make?  

 
Juniors 

Ariel was playing basketball. 1 of her shots went in the hoop. 2 of her shots did not go in the hoop. How many shots were 
there in total?  

 
Take a photo of your workings out, and submit to Carmen.bruce@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au   

The maths leaders will then go through the submissions and assign and collate points to families. So get cracking!  
 

Happy Solving! 
Carmen Bruce - Maths Leader  

 

mailto:Carmen.bruce@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au
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