
 

 

Thursday October 26th, 2023 No. 31 - 2023 

5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083  Ph: 9467 8566   Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au  

 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

  
 A huge thank you to our wonderful P & F Committee for  
 organizing and providing a delicious morning tea for staff in    
 honor of World Teacher’s Day. Their kindness and       
 thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated by all the staff. The  
 morning tea was a lovely gesture to thank the teachers for   
 their hard work and commitment to the children. World  
 Teachers’ Day is marked across the world as an                
 acknowledgment of the difference teachers make to their  
 students. Teachers play a very important role in the lives of  
 young people and help to shape young minds by providing              
 opportunities for their students to grow and learn.   
 Thank you everyone, we thoroughly enjoyed our special  
 morning tea. 
 
Preparing for 2024 School Year 
We have started the planning process for the selection of the 
2024 classes. Students have completed their socio grams and staff are working on ensuring that each student has at least 
one friend in their class next year. If families know that they will not be returning to St Damian’s next year please let us know 
as soon as possible to ensure that all students are placed in the correct class group. We really appreciate your support, 
thank you. 
  
Prep Orientation Sessions 
The next session is on Monday 30th October at 9.30am. At this session the new Preps will be with their class cohort for next 
year. 
 
School Closure Day 
Monday 6th November is a school closure day to compensate staff for Time In Lieu for work done outside their  
normal working hours. Tuesday 7th November is a Public Holiday (Melbourne Cup). Also please note that Thursday 7th  
December is a pupil free day to allow staff to plan for the 2024 school year. Students are not required at school on 
these three days. 
 
School Advisory Council - AGM 
The next meeting of the SAC will be held on Tuesday 14th November at 7.30pm. As this is the final meeting for the year, it 
will coincide with the Annual General Meeting. As some members of the SAC have completed their two year tenure there is 
an opportunity for other interested parents to put themselves forward to be part of this group. If you wish to nominate to be a 
member of the SAC for 2024 please email me expressing your interest. Current SAC members are also able to renominate. 
 
2023 School Fees 
Just a gentle reminder that all fees for 2023 are now due and must be paid by 21st November unless a payment plan is in 
place. Payment of fees is a responsibility that each parent committed to when enrolling your children into the school. If    
families are having financial difficulties please make an appointment with me to discuss how we can work together to meet 
this financial responsibility. Please do not let the amounts accumulate to a point 
where it becomes overwhelming. 
 
Prayer for Teachers 
Almighty God, we give thanks for all teachers. Thank you for the way in which  
they give of themselves each day in the classroom. Fill their hearts with courage  
and strength so they may rise to every challenge. Grant them your wisdom, so  
that they may be able to make good judgement when guiding and helping others.  
Fill them with your joy so that their passion for their work continues to grow.  
Bless them and keep them safe in your love. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Feast of Saint John Paul II – Sunday 22nd October 
Saint John Paul II was born Karol Józef Wojtyla on 18th May 1920, in Wadowice, Poland. As a youth he suffered the loss  
of his mother and brother. John Paul enjoyed athletics as well as theatre and poetry. Wanting to become a priest, John  
Paul spent two years in Rome where he finished his doctorate in theology. He eventually became the Bishop of Ombi in 
1958 and then the Archbishop of Krakow six years later. Considered one of the Catholic Church’s leading thinkers, he   
participated in Vatican II and helped the Church to examine its position in the world. In 1978, John Paul made 
history by becoming the first non-Italian pope in more than four hundred years. As the leader of the Catholic Church, he  
travelled the world, visiting more than 100 countries to spread his message of faith and peace. In 1981, an assassin shot 
John Paul twice in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City. John Paul recovered and later forgave his attacker. A vocal advocate 
for human rights, John Paul often spoke out about suffering in the world. He is credited with the fall of communism in his 
native Poland. Pope John Paul II died on 2nd April 2005 and was canonized by Pope Francis on 30th September 2013. 
 
 
   “It is manifestly unjust 
   that a privileged few should continue 
   to accumulate excess goods, 
   squandering available resources, 
   while masses of people 
   are living in conditions of misery 
   at the very lowest level of subsistence. 
   Today, the dramatic threat of ecological breakdown 
   is teaching us the extent to which 
   greed and selfishness – both individual 
   and collective – are contrary to the order of creation, 
   an order which is characterised by mutual interdependence.” 
 
   Pope John Paul II, The Ecological Crisis, 1990. 
 
 
 
Solemnity of All Saints – Wednesday 1st November 
The Catholic Church established feast days in order to celebrate our oneness in faith. On All Saints’ Day, we celebrate   
every martyr and holy person recognised by the Church and sanctified by Christ. Importantly, we have all been sanctified by 
Christ. According to Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount, our sainthood begins when we give our total trust in God; when we 
strive to be meek and humble; when we hunger for righteousness; when we are merciful to others; when our hearts are pure 
and holy; when we seek peace and harmony; and when we accept persecution for not only righteousness sake but for 
Christ’s sake. In this way, we allow God to transform us and lead us toward sainthood. Through our words and deeds, may 
we be counted among the saints. The evangelist Matthew reminds us to “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:12). 
 
 
 

The Earth Community Prayer 
 

God our Father, you created the world and sent 
your own Son to live among us, made of the same substance, 

breathing the same air, 
marveling at sunrise and sunset just as we do. 

Help us to participate in the life around and within us 
as your life, as you living in us and 
we living in you and in each other. 

God of love and life, restore us to your peace, 
renew us through your power and teach us 

to love all that you have created and to 
care for the earth as your gift and our home. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 
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Prep A Christian Michael  For using spacing and his knowledge of sounds and letters to write sentences 

Prep M Carina Shi For showing excellent listening skills and working in all activities 

1A Aaron Walter For being enthusiastic about learning by having a go at all learning tasks  

1C Mia Wang For impressive teamwork skills and creating an excellent poster on the koala  

1C William Teng For impressive teamwork skills and creating an excellent poster on the koala  

1M Stanley You For doing his best to improve his handwriting. Excellent effort. Bravo! 

2D Micah Burns 
For his consistent use of adjectives, transformation of time and variety of         
punctuation in his narrative “Pig the Silly Pug” 

2S Lara Ristevski For always being ready to learn and face challenges in her learning  

2W Nathaniel Rigoni 
For his kind and respectful nature to his teachers and peers. Congratulations!   
You are a STAR  

3C Spencer McDonnell For contributing to classroom discussions and listening to others. Well done 

3K Sareah Walter For her wonderful progress in Maths and her incredible enthusiasm to learn  

3M Chloe Cassarino 
For applying a growth mindset towards challenges throughout our Maths unit on 
fractions  

4F Adriana Mennillo For using expression during story—Theatre and for helping class mates  

4M Kasia Arfi For your  excellent contributions to class discussions. Your efforts are commended  

4N Rianna Batra 
For meaningful responses during reading groups and for taking amazing care of 
our class plants 

5B Mia Chu For always being willing to share your artistic talent with the class 

5B Antonio Rocca For doing your best to consistently contribute to discussions 

5R Chloe You 
For your quiet determination to complete tasks to the best of your ability. You are 
also genuinely interested in your classmates and continue to improve each day 

6C Betty Zheng  
For your determination and hard work. Your work is always completed to a high 
standard and very well presented  

6S Leah Peterson  
For the outstanding effort you apply to all areas of your learning. Keep up the    
excellent  work ! 

    

    Zoe Panagopoulos 2S 
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Uniform Shop will be open this coming Monday 30th October  
from 9am  - 10am  

 
Donations of clean, good condition uniforms and school bags etc are 

gratefully  appreciated. They can be left in the labelled box outside the 
School Office.  

 
(We cannot accept damaged, old or stained items). Cash sales only. 

 
Open each FRIDAY: 9am-10am  

                     (located up the hill just after the office entrance). 

 

Please email sduniformshop@hotmail.com for any item requests  
 

Term 4  

November  

Monday 6th  Student Free Day 

Tuesday 7th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Monday 13th  Assembly 2.30pm led by 1C 

Friday 17th Fire Commissioning Ceremony 2.30pm  

  

December  

Thursday 7th Student Free Day 

Friday 15th Last Day of Term 4 

 

Choir Taster Rehearsal Experience Open to Students from Year 2 upwards 
 
Students from Year 2 upwards are invited to attend Choir taster rehearsals with a 
view to joining our St Damian's School Choir next year.  Tied to these rehearsals is 
an expectation for all Choir members to be prepared to perform at the Choir Event 
during St Damian's Nativity and Carols Event to be held on November 29th, the 
End of Year School Mass on 6th December and to be part of the Choir for the 
Year 6 Graduation Mass on Thursday 14th December.  
 
An information letter will be sent to every person who turns up to Choir Rehearsal 
this week. 
 
Marg O'Leary Music Teacher/Choir Director 
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