
 

 

Thursday September 7th, 2023 No. 26 - 2023 

5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083  Ph: 9467 8566   Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au  

 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

 
The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the 

Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 



 

 

 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
How wonderful to see all the students and staff get into the spirit of Book Week and dress up in a favourite book character. 
Thank you to everyone for making such a great effort and supporting the book week parade. I know the children thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. Great work everyone.  
 
This Friday is our Footy Day. This event is co-ordinated by the Parish and is hugely popular with all the children. The stu-
dents are encouraged to wear their footy gear/colours and show support for their team. The sausage sizzle lunch has been 
organized via the Parish. I hope everyone has a great time on Friday. 
 
This Saturday, the Year 4 students will celebrate the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. We congratulate the students 
and their families on this very special occasion and pray that they will experience this joyful Sacrament as regularly as     
possible. 
 
Next Monday our Prep – Year 2 students will have their camp experience at school. This is always a favourite event with the 
younger students as they have the opportunity to enjoy some fun activities at school out of hours. The Preps will have a  
Teddy Bear’s Picnic from 3.30pm – 5.00pm when they will be picked up. The Years 1 and 2 students will have their     expe-
rience from 5.30pm – 7.00pm. They will join in some fun activities as well as share a meal (dinner) at school. I hope every-
one enjoys their camp experience!! 
 
Prep 2024 Orientation Sessions 
The next Prep Orientation Session will be on Wednesday 13th September. Our newest members of the school community 
will spend time participating in fun activities and getting to know the teachers, their peers as well as becoming accustomed to 
the school environment. Mrs Lombardi, Literacy Leader and Mrs Bruce, Math Leader, will present to the families during the 
session. 
 
Bus Stop outside St Damian’s School  
I am certain that many of you are aware that there is a bus stop located right outside our school on Settlement Road. This 
bus stop has been a source of frustration and concern to me for quite some time as we have had to deal with a range of  
issues, including people trying to interact with our students as well as constant damage to our school fence. I have contacted 
PTV (Public Transport Victoria), and the Council and am now requesting that this bus stop be relocated further down the 
street, away from our school. I will continue to fight these two Government bodies until I get it moved as I believe the safety 
of our students is absolutely paramount. Could I please urge as many of our families and friends as possible to sign it. The 
more signatures we collect, the greater weight will be placed on our quest to move the bus stop. Families can also contact 
our local member the Hon Colin Brooks and enlist his support to have this moved. I would really appreciate the support. 
Thank you. 
 
MACSSIS Surveys 
The MACSSIS survey period has commenced. Please check your emails or spam/junk folder as each family has been sent  
a survey. As it was a random selection, either parent may have been sent the survey. As communicated with all families, 
surveys are an important tool for schools as it gives us important information related to the operation of our school as well as 
an indication of parent satisfaction with the overall management of the school. Staff and students also complete these sur-
veys to help us triangulate data and gain an overall picture of the directions for our school. Please take some time to fill in 
the survey, it is available in a number of languages to support our community. 
 
Planning for 2024 
Could any families who are not returning to St Damian’s school next year please let us know as soon as possible so that we 
can begin to plan for next year. Families may send an email to either myself at principal@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au or to 
the office at info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au. It is important to have this information as we begin to consider classes and 
teachers for the following year. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Staff News 
It is with much pleasure that we welcome Ms Gabriela Guimareas as the new STEM teacher for Years Prep – 2. This means 
that all students will experience a STEM class on a weekly basis rather than each fortnight. Mr Insolia will continue to work 
with Years 3-6 in the STEM program.  
 
It is with much sadness that I inform our school community that Mrs Julia Strentz, the current Learning Diversity Leader, will 
not be returning to St Damian’s next term due to personal circumstances. It is unfortunate that Mrs Strentz was only able to 
be with us for a term, however in this time she has made a great difference to both the students and the teachers. I have 
advertised for a new LDL. Fingers crossed that we find someone of Julia’s calibre. 
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 Sacrament of Eucharist 
 Please continue to pray for our Year Four Students who will receive the Sacrament of Eucharist this Saturday 9th              
 September at 2pm. 
 
 Feast of The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary – 8th September                                                                                                         
 The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A September birth was chosen because the Eastern  
 Church begins its Church year with September. The 8th September date helped determine the date for the Feast of the      
 Immaculate Conception on 8th December. 
 
 Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light of her  
 birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth, the nature inherited   
 from our first parents is changed.” The Opening Prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our             
 salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
 
 We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human beings has joined with God in his  
 creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with challenges. The new child has the potential to be a  
 channel of God’s love and peace to the world. 
 
 This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is the foreshadowing of  
 that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning. 
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 Prayer – For First Eucharist Candidates 
 

Dear Lord, 
 

We thank You and praise You for the most precious gift of the Holy Eucharist. 
We ask You to bless all those who receive Your Body and Blood for the first time. 

Help these children to grow in love for You each day of their lives. 
Help us all to always appreciate the great gifts You have given us for our salvation. 

 
Amen  

 

 Have a great week everyone 

 Rosanna 

 Prayer for our First Communicants 
 

 May Jesus bless our First Communicants 

 on their First Communion Day.  

 May they feel His loving presence  

 in a very special way. 

 As they strive to follow in His footsteps, 

 may He bless their lives with  

 many graces and lasting happiness. Amen. 

       
       Mary-Ann Wright 
       Religious Education Leader 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Term 3  

Friday 8th Footy Day—Team Colours and Sausage Sizzle  

Saturday 9th  Year Four—Sacrament of Eucharist 2pm 

Monday 11th Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Friday 15th Last Day Term 3 

Term 4  

Monday 2nd Oct First Day Term 4 

 
Donations of clean, good condition uniforms and school bags etc are gratefully  

appreciated. They can be left in the labelled box outside the School Office.  
 

(We cannot accept damaged, old or stained items). Cash sales only. 
Open each FRIDAY: 9am-10am (located up the hill just after the office  

entrance). 

   
  

FOOTY DAY— TEAM COLOURS and SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
TOMORROW Friday 8th September  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Students are invited to Wear their favourite Team Colours  
             Sausage Sizzle lunch    
  

 

CAR PARKING  

Dear Parents and Guardians, please be aware that the school carpark along settlement road is not a kiss and drop off                                
zone. If you send you child to school through this carpark, you need to park your car and walk your child to the classroom.                                                        
This will ease traffic congestion from the road especially in the morning. Thank you.  
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MONDAY 4TH TO FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 
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This week we celebrated Book Week. Well done to all the students and teachers who dressed up for the occasion.  
The students have participated in many activities throughout the week focusing on the short listed books of 2023.  
What a wonderful week to celebrate reading at St Damian’s.  
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Bookings for Gala are out and must be booked through trybooking (link below).  
RSVP by 8th September due to venue requirements.  

It’s going to be an amazing event full of fun, food and giveaways !!  
Grab your table as this event is not to be missed.  

 
 

 
PAGE 11 



 

 

ST DAMIAN’S FEAST DAY DINNER 
 

We Invite Everyone f to celebrate our Feast Day this year with a Feast Day Dinner. Please contact the 

Parish Office phone: 9467 2797 or Email Bundoora@cam.org.au  if you would like to purchase tickets or 

information  regarding the night. 
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