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The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the Wurundjeri
people of the Kulin Nation

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Families
This Sunday is beginning of Advent, which marks the beginning of the Liturgical Year. Advent and
Christmas are two important Seasons in the Church calendar. The word Advent means the arrival
of an important person or event, in fact for us Advent reminds us that we are indeed awaiting the
arrival of an important person – the birth of Jesus. The season of Advent marks the four weeks
prior to Christmas, symbolised by the four Advent Candles and the Advent Wreath. This Sunday
we light the first candle which is purple and symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy
Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It
represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.
Christmas Carols
Excitement is growing as we get closer to our Christmas Carols evening which will be held on the
school oval on next Wednesday 30th November. The students and teachers are busily practicing and
preparing for this night. The Christmas Carols are the final opportunity for us to gather as a whole
community and to celebrate. All the students are participating in the Carols and we look forward to all
our families joining us on the night.
Families are invited to bring picnic rugs or picnic chairs and join with other families on the oval. If families wish they can
bring a picnic basket and enjoy a picnic dinner prior to the Carols beginning. We remind families that animals, including
dogs, are not to be brought on the night and that there are no footy games or other games on the oval while we
have the Carols. This is a courtesy not only to the students who have worked hard to present on the night, but to
other families who are present to enjoy the Carols. Fingers crossed that this year we are not rained out. Carols will begin at
7.00pm and everything should be concluded by the 8.30pm. Students are asked to be at school by 6.30pm so we can start
on time.
Safety and Traffic Management Reminders
Parents just a couple of reminders regarding parking on the bottom car park, Settlement Road entrance. If parents decide to
use this area, please remember it is not a drop off. In using this carpark you are parking your car and then getting out of it to
accompany your child to the top basketball court or to the office. Thank you for working with us and keeping your children
safe.
Class Groupings for 2023
We have finalised the class groupings for next year. This task is a very difficult one for staff as they need to take into
consideration many factors when looking at placing students in classes for the following year. Creating classes is very time
consuming as much thought is put into ensuring students have at least ONE friend – not necessarily their best friend – who
is a positive influence within the classroom and supports their classmate’s learning. Other friendships can be cultivated and
are encouraged when the students are interacting outside of the classroom learning environment. We also take into account
the students’ developmental needs while trying to keep a balance of both gender and additional needs within the classroom.
It has taken a considerable amount of time and energy to put the classes together and we are not able to change any
students now as it will affect the dynamics within the group. Please know that the students and their needs have been at the
centre of all decisions and therefore no further changes are possible to class groupings. I know that all our families will
support us in this matter.
The School Year Ends on Wednesday 14th December after graduation for the Year 6 students and on Thursday 15th for all
students from Prep – Year 5.
Timetable Changes for 2023
As a result of the new Industrial EBA coming into effect next year we have needed to restructure our timetable. The
legislative requirements of the EBA are that staff must be provided with a half hour lunch break between 11.30am and
2.00pm. As this requirement impacts on staff doing yard duty, we have needed to look at changing break times for both
Lunch and Recess. The staff have looked at many options and have decided that this is the best option as we also need to
take into account Specialist class times.
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The daily timetable for 2023 will be as follows:
8.30am

Gates open

8.45am

Meditation begins:

8.50am

11.30am. Morning Learning Block—Classroom/Specialist learning time

11.30am

LUNCH eating time

11.40am – 12.40pm Lunch Play time
12.40pm – 2.00pm

Middle Learning Block – Classroom/Specialist learning time

2.00pm

Afternoon Recess eating time (small snack)

2.05pm- 2.25pm

Afternoon Recess

2.25pm – 3.15pm

Afternoon Learning Block – classroom/specialist learning time

3.15pm

Dismissal

As you note, the morning recess is now an afternoon recess. We encourage students to bring a small snack to eat at this
time. Lunch is earlier in the day than is currently in place, students will have ample time to eat and we encourage them to
have healthy and substantial food to fuel their energy levels. They will still have a quick brain food break in the longer
morning block. These changes are necessary for us to legally comply with the new EBA. We have made arrangements with
Lisa in the tuckshop so that she is aware of the changes as well. Many thanks for your understanding.
Final Assembly
The final school assembly will be on Monday December 16th at 9.15 am. Parents and families are very warmly welcome to
join us as we mark the end of another wonderful year of learning at St Damian’s.
The final day for Year 6’s is Monday 16th December finishing at 3.15pm. Later that evening we will hold the Year 6
Graduation Mass and celebration at 7.00pm. The final day for Year Prep - Year 5 is Tuesday 17th December at the
usual finishing time of 3.15pm.
First Two Days of 2023
As we did last year, staff will use the first two days of the school year to assess all students. All families will receive a letter
detailing the day and the time that the children will need to come to school on one of the two days, either Monday 30 th or
Tuesday 31st of January. We request that families come on the day assigned as we have a limited timeframe to test
students and if they come on the wrong day there may not be time to assess properly. This information will be sent home
soon. Students from Year 1-6 will then begin the new school year on Wednesday 1st February. The new Foundation Year
students will begin on Thursday 2nd February.
School Reports
The end of year reports will be emailed to families on Friday 9th December. The teachers have dedicated much time and
effort to assessing the students and providing you with the details of their progress, standard reached and achievements.
Parents wishing to discuss any aspect of their child’s report are encouraged to make a mutually convenient time with their
child’s teacher.
Whole School Orientation for 2023
The students will meet their new class and teacher for next year on Friday 9 th December and then again on Monday 12th.
We believe it is important for students to make positive connections in preparation for the new year and have therefore
allowed opportunity for a couple of orientation session times. Please be re-assured that as a staff we have endeavored to
place each and every student in an ideal learning environment. We therefore ask that class placements be discussed in a
positive manner with the children.
2022 School Fees
All fees for 2022 are now due and must be paid by 21st November unless a payment plan is in place.

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, that first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a
manger. Thank you for your immeasurable gift.

Have a great week everyone

Rosanna
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The Season of Advent
As we begin our celebration of the Season of Advent, this Sunday we light the first candle. To this waiting time we bring the
experiences of the year past, and we are reminded again of the love God has for us, endless and ever new, symbolised in
the circle of the Advent Wreath. As we light the first of the candles, we look forward with hope to the celebration of Jesus’
birth.
St. Damian’s Nativity and Christmas Carols Evening
As a School, we are busy preparing for our Christmas Carols Evening. We will be presenting the Nativity along with some
traditional carols. The evening will take place on Wednesday 30th December commencing at 7:00pm. The Students have
been preparing in earnest so please come along and celebrate with our community. Thank you for your support.
Society of St Vincent de Paul Flood Appeal
The Society of St Vincent de Paul is currently accepting contributions to assist those who have been affected by the
devastating floods, particularly in the north of the State. Contributions to the Flood Appeal can be made by:
1. Calling 13 18 12;
2. visiting https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022;
3. making a monetary donation through any Vinnies Shops at point of purchase; or
4. via your local IGA where the purchase of a token supports the recovery of Victorians devastated by these recent floods.
St. Damian’s Christmas Giving Tree
As is tradition at St. Damian’s, we have been invited by St. Vincent De Paul to support those in need by providing gifts. We
would be most appreciative if you could contribute to our collection. The closing date for donations is Friday 2nd December.
Please support our ‘Giving Tree’ which will be placed in the School Foyer. Stars will indicate whether you wish to purchase a
gift for a boy or a girl and will show an approximate age group. There are also stars to give gifts to a Mum, Dad or baby.
Please take a star from the tree, purchase a gift, wrap the gift if you wish, then stick the star on to the package so the
volunteers from St. Vinnies know who it is intended for. Please place the gift under the tree. These gifts will make Christmas
a special time for families.
Thank you in advance for your contributions towards this worthy cause. It is a privilege to witness our community take action
for others.
A Prayer for Advent

May we take the time to be aware that
in the midst of our busy preparations for the celebration of
Christ’s birth in ancient Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in
the Bethlehems of our homes and daily lives.
May we take time, slow down and be still.
May we be awake to the Divine Mystery that looks so common
and so ordinary yet is wondrously present. Amen.

Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

Dahlia B—2D
Mila C—Prep A
Emilia S—1C
Reya P—1C
Cassius B—4M
Erica C—4M
Emily—4M
Aiden J—4M
Jacob C—4M
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Save the Date
St Damian’s Primary School Carols Evening
Wednesday 30th November
7pm on the School Oval
All children will be performing
St Damian’s Parent Association
NEEDED—2022 Christmas Carols Raffle Helpers
Volunteers needed to sell snacks and drinks
Register at https://signup.com/go/tpVOAYR

Second Hand Uniform Shop
Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open this Friday from 2pm - 3pm
CASH ONLY
We NEED DONATIONS for Large Summer dresses and Large Winter Jumpers
Yellow and Red Polos at $5 - Winter Jumpers $10 - Green Parkas/Jackets for $8.
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On Tuesday the 29th of November, the year 4 students will be running a lunchtime market stall. We will be selling
secondhand books, stuffed toys, swap cards, loom band bracelets, fidget spinners, origami, drawings, paintings and much
more.
All money raised will go to the RSPCA. Prices will range from 20c to a maximum of $2. All students will be invited to browse
and purchase during lunchtime, so check behind the couch for spare coins!
Let's give back this Christmas!
Written by Lucas B, Lori D, Nikhil E and James H on behalf of the Year 4 students

Term 4

December

November

Wednesday 14th

Year 6’s Finish School
Year 6 Graduation Evening
7pm

Wednesday 30th

Carols Evening 7pm

December
Wednesday 7th

End of Year School Mass
11.30am

Thursday 15th

Years 1-5 Finish 3.15pm
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