
 

 

Thursday April 2nd, 2022 No. 17 - 2022 

5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083  Ph: 9467 8566   Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au  

 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents/Guardians & Carers 
Last Thursday I had the pleasure to accompany our student FIRE Carrier leaders to Whittlesea Council for the Sorry Day 
ceremony. After a couple of false starts with transport issues we finally managed to get to the ceremony thanks to the  
efforts of one of our wonderful parents, Sarah, who works at the Council.  
 
At the ceremony we heard the many stories of different indigenous people, listened to different speakers give their  
perspectives of how we can support Reconciliation and also listened to one of the elders speak of his personal experiences 
and play songs using a gum leaf. I think the FIRE Carriers were duly impressed with how skilled and deft he was with using 
a gum leaf to produce music. We were then invited to take a walk outside the council offices and stop to reflect on the  
inscription at each of the three plaques on the council green. After the inscription was read we all responded with ‘we are 
sorry.’ We made our way back to the front of the council offices where the flags were then dropped to half mast, this was 
followed by the St Damian’s FIRE Carriers who laid two wreaths at the nearby stone. This was indeed an honor for our 
school. It was also a very moving part of the ceremony as we reflected on the wrongs of the past. As a FIRE Carrier school, 
our focus is to ensure that the mistakes and wrongs of the past are never committed again and that we acknowledge the 
Aboriginal people as the traditional owners of these lands in a true spirit of Reconciliation. The ceremony concluded with a 
lovely spread, which we all enjoyed, and then we returned to school. We all felt very privileged to be part of such an  
important day.  
 

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday, the birth of the Church as we know it. It is a very important time in the Church calendar as 
Pentecost completes the paschal mystery, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains. 
On the day of Pentecost when the seven weeks of Easter have ended, Christ’s Passover is fulfilled in the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, manifested, given, and communicated as a divine person.  On that day, the Holy Trinity is fully  
revealed. Since that day, the Kingdom announced by Christ has been open to those who believe in him.  (CCC 731-
732). The Church can now fulfill her mission, with the help and assistance of the Holy Spirit. It is also the day when the 
Church’s sacraments are inaugurated, specifically the sacrament of baptism.  
 
National Reconciliation Week 

The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme, “Be Brave. Make 
Change.” is a challenge to all Australians— individuals, families,  
communities, organisations and government—to Be Brave and tackle the 
unfinished business of reconciliation so we can Make Change for the 
benefit of all Australians.  National Reconciliation Week—27 May to 3 
June—is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can  
contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. So that together we 
can make a more just, equitable and reconciled Australia.   
 

School Advisory Council 
Last Tuesday evening, the members of the SAC met. One of the items discussed was the naming of the new Library. There 
were many names, however as a group we were impressed by some of the indigenous names proposed.  As we need to get 
permission to use indigenous names, we are looking into working with the appropriate bodies so that we can do so. Once 
this is finalised we will announce the winning name to the community. I would like to thank all the families who submitted an 
entry, it was a really difficult decision based on the entries received. The next meeting of the SAC will be held on Tuesday 
21

st
 June at 7.30pm.   

 

Moving Classrooms 
Unfortunately moving into our new facilities has been put back by one week due to issues with the Fire Services. Hopefully 
and fingers crossed we will begin the move on Tuesday 13

th
 June. It is a big job to move everyone around to their new  

classrooms and so I am asking if there are any parents who can help we would appreciate your assistance. The jobs are to 
help teachers with moving small items of furniture, cleaning rooms, taking down displays, etc and helping set up new  
classrooms. The bulk of the move will be done by our maintenance person but an extra pair of hands is always appreciated. 
We are moving Prep A and the two Year 2 (D & N) classes into their new rooms first. Then we will move other classrooms 
as rooms are emptied and cleaned. If you are able to spare a couple of hours we would love to hear from you. We anticipate 
that we begin the move from 9.00am. The portable classrooms on the basketball courts will be removed during the school 
holidays. We are very excited to finally be able to use our new spaces. 

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c3a8.htm
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Issues near our school 
One of our current parents has made me aware of an issue in Nickson Street, close to the shops and our school.  
Apparently, there are some adults loitering nearby and watching our students with a view to causing trouble. One such  
incident involved a student with a bike. Fortunately there were parents around  who intervened and gave the student support 
and assistance. The police have been notified and are aware of the situation citing that one of the properties is in fact a 
boarding house for adults and that police have visited the property on occasion. This situation is very unsafe for our  
community, especially for those students who walk to the shops. If anyone witnesses inappropriate behaviour, I would 
strongly recommend that it be immediately reported to police. The Police have also suggested that a petition be made to the 
council to remove this accommodation as it is extremely close to our school. We have a petition sheet in the school office for 
all families wishing to add their name. The more signatures we collect the stronger our case will be to have this sort of  
accommodation removed from the area. Please feel free to come to the office and fill in the sheet. We will then send the  
petitions to council making our case that the students’ safety is of paramount importance to our community. Thank you for 
your support. 
 

Learning Conversations 
The Learning Conversations will be held on Monday 20

th
 June. After consultation with both staff and the SAC, and taking 

into consideration the amount of illness around at present, we have decided that the Learning Conversations will be held 
online. The students are not required at school on this day as the Learning Conversations will begin at 8.30am and conclude 
at 8.00pm. Learning Conversations are an opportunity for all families to meet with the child(ren)’s teacher(s) to discuss the 
learning progress and to set further learning goals for the Second Semester. Students are encouraged to attend as they are 
part of the discussion and they can take ownership of their learning. If parents wish to discuss sensitive matters, then we 
encourage you to make an alternative appointment with the teacher. Further information regarding booking a time and the 
link will be sent home closer to the date.  
 

School Review Conclusion 
Next Thursday 9

th
 June, the school reviewer, Gavin Healy will return to St Damian’s to present his final report and make his 

recommendations for the body of work we will undertake in the next four year cycle. He will work with members of the 
School Leadership Team and Eastern Region Office staff to develop our new School Improvement Plan (SIP). This SIP will 
guide our work for the next four years as we strive to continually improve the Learning and Teaching here at St Damian’s.  
Our focus is always continuous improvement to maximise student outcomes.   
 
Tuckshop Orders 
There have been a number of instances where families have ordered student lunches and the children did not receive their 
order. Could I please ask that parents ensure they receive a confirmation of the order. This ensures that the tuckshop  
receives the order and then it can be processed.  It is disappointing for the students who are excited about their 
lunch order but then do not receive their lunch.   
 
Chuppa Chupps 
We respectfully ask all families to please not send these type of lollies, or any type of lollies, to school. Chuppa Chupps can 
be dangerous as students put them in their mouth and then run around outside. They can easily fall causing the stick to  
penetrate the roof of their mouth. This is both unpleasant for the child and the teacher to deal with as well as it becoming a 
medical emergency. Please do not give the children these for school. They can be enjoyed at home while watching TV or 
reading quietly. 
 
Parent’s Association Drive-In Opportunity 
The Parents Association has worked hard to bring our community the opportunity to have an evening at the Drive In. This is 
a wonderful family experience and a great night for all the family to enjoy. The best part of going to the Drive In is being able 
to sit comfortably in your car, wearing whatever you like, and enjoying a movie without interrupting others and being  
interrupted by others. It is a great experience for children and adults alike. Snuggle up with a warm blanket and watch the 
latest Buzz Lightyear movie. Hurry and secure your tickets before they all run out. A great family movie, a great night of  
entertainment and fun for all. The Drive In has been booked solely for our school community so come and meet others and 
simply enjoy a good night together as a family. 
 
School Assembly  
Our school assembly is this Friday 3

rd
 June at 2.30pm in the hall. The Year 2D class will present their celebration of  

Learning at this assembly. All families welcome. 
 
Condolences 
Our heartfelt sympathies are offered to the Peterson family on the sudden passing of their father and grandfather (Leah 5M 
and Jade 3R). We pray that God’s love bring them comfort and solace during this very sad time.  
 

Prayer – Pentecost 
O Holy Spirit, by Your power, Christ was raised from the dead to save us all. By Your grace, miracles are performed in  

Jesus’ name. By Your love, we are protected from evil. And so, we ask with humility and a beggar’s heart for Your gift of 
Peace within us.  Amen 

 

 

 Have a great week everyone, 

Rosanna. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation Parish Presentation Masses 
Please choose whichever Mass time suits your family best: Saturday 4

th
 June at 5:30pm or Sunday 5

th
 June at 10am. The 

children do not need to bring anything with them. They will be invited to stand on the altar after the Homily and everyone 
present will be invited to pray for them.  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Please pray for our Year Two Students will be participating in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please note the rescheduled 
date of Wednesday 22

nd
 June at 7pm in the Church.  

 
Pentecost Sunday – 5

th
 June 

This Sunday, we celebrate The Feast of Pentecost. Pentecost concludes the Easter Season and celebrates the sending 
forth of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles. The sending forth of the Spirit marks the beginning of the Catholic Church – the 
‘birthday’ of the Church. We are called, as followers of Jesus, to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit in our everyday lives. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Annual Winter Appeal  
Winter is definitely upon us. Therefore, the time has come for our School to once again, support the St. Vincent de Paul  
Annual Winter Appeal. With the rising costs of gas and electricity many people are looking for alternative ways to stay warm 
in the winter months. In response to this need, our Social Justice Leaders are running a Warm Up Winter Drive in aid of  
Vinnies. Donations of items such as socks, beanies, hats, scarves, gloves etc. would be most sincerely appreciated. Please 
send these donations to your child’s classroom anytime between Monday 23

rd
 May and Friday 17

th
 June. Your donated 

items will be distributed to families in need. St. Damian’s has a strong tradition of caring for those in need. 
 
Mary-Ann Wright. 

Religious Education Leader. 

Have You Been Thinking About Becoming Catholic?  Are you married to a Catholic?  Are your children Catholic?  
Do you feel it is time to enquire further into the Catholic faith? 

 
The Church welcomes all people who genuinely search for God. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is designed 
for people who feel a call to know more about Jesus Christ and the Catholic faith. The RCIA is a process for preparing adults 
for Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist 
 
(Holy Communion).  It is also for those who have been baptized (in any Christian faith) who wish to complete their Initiation 
into the Catholic Church. 
 
It involves a series of sessions learning about the life of Jesus through the Gospels, to discuss what His message means for 
us in everyday life and to enlighten, inform and discuss Catholic beliefs and practices. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Parish Office, or Ellen, the RCIA team leader, on 0421257021, for any further information. 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Some parents have contacted me in regards to hosting the ICAS assessments at St 
Damian's in the subject of Mathematics. I would like to gauge how many parents would 
be interested in this. The ICAS Assessments are online assessments,  
designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. Students are assessed on 
their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts, using higher-order thinking 
and problem-solving skills. 
 
Click on the following link to find out more about ICAS  
(click here) or go to https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/about/ 
 
If you think this would be something you are interested in or you want more  
information, please email carmen.bruce@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au. If there are 
enough interested parents we will endeavour to host the ICAS at our school. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Carmen Bruce. 
Mathematics Leader. 
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Come watch Lightyear with your friends from St Damian's! For a fun night under the stars and amongst your 
friends. 

The movie starts at 7:00pm sharp, and gates will be open from 6:30pm. 
 

Watch young astronaut Buzz Lightyear, who, after being marooned on a hostile planet with his commander and 
crew, tries to find a way back home through space and time, while also confronting a threat to the universe's 

safety.  
 

Get the tickets from  
https://www.trybooking.com/BZOOO 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BZOOO
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CASUAL CLOTHES DAY TUESDAY June 7th 2022 

 
This year we are hoping to make a change to the lives of many Aboriginal School Children by fundraising for 

‘Opening the Doors Foundation’  https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/ we can all help children access  
programs, books, uniforms, camps etc that they otherwise would not have. 

 

We are having a ‘Dress up in Aboriginal flag Colours Day’ on Tuesday June 7th 
 

Please bring a $2 to donate to this very worthy cause. 

You can wear the colours of the flag to school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliation Week at City of  Whittlesea 
On Thursday 26

th
 of May our four FIRE Carriers attended the Sorry Day commemoration at City of Whittlesea. 

They were able to experience first hand a Welcome to Country, and speeches dedicated to the Stolen generations.  
It is always a privilege to meet the Elders of our local community. Uncle Herb Patten attended the ceremony and entertained 

the gathering with his gum leaf playing. The students were accompanied by Rosanna Piccolo.  

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/
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Congratulations to our Cross Country team who competed a couple of weeks ago at the Bundoora District Cross Country 
event. The students enjoyed their day which included a tram trip up to the course. All of the team did their very best and 
managed to complete the course. Seven students (Eadie, Angela, Alessia, Gabrie and Peter from Year 4 and Alannah and 
Thomas from Year 6) finished in the top 10 placegetters on the day so they progressed through to the Division event, held 
last week. An amazing effort!!! Once again these students gave their all and performed very well. Eadie managed to finish in 
3rd place meaning she will now compete at the Northern Metropolitan Region event later in June to try to qualify for the  
Victorian State Championships. Congratulations to all of our superstar cross country runners and good luck to Eadie in her 
next event. 

 

 

St Damian’s Parent Association 
 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Second Hand Uniform Shop will be CLOSED for 2 weeks until Friday 17th June.   

 
 
 
 

St. Damian's Umbrellas 
Thanks to the money raised from the recent 

Hot Cross Bun drive we were able to purchase 
personalised St. Damian's umbrellas for staff to 

use.  
If anyone is keen to purchase one they are 

available at the uniform shop. 
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Term 2  

June  

Friday 3rd Whole School Assembly. 2.30pm 

Saturday 4th 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Presentation Mass. 5.30pm 

Sunday 5th 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Presentation Mass. 10.00am 

Monday 6th 
Year 4 Excursion—Melbourne  
Museum 

Tuesday 7th 
Long Walk—Year 6’s & Fire  
Carriers 

 
Casual Clothes Day—Aboriginal 
Colours 

Monday 13th  Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Saturday 18th 
Sacrament of Confirmation  
Presentation Mass 5.30pm 

Sunday 19th  
Sacrament of Confirmation  
Presentation Mass.10.00am 

Monday 20th  
Learning Conversations. Student 
Free Day 

Friday 24th Last Day of Term 2 

Wednesday 22nd Sacrament of Reconciliation. 7pm 

July  

Thursday 14th  
Sacrament of Confirmation Parent/
Child Evening. 7pm 

Saturday 23rd Sacrament of Confirmation 2pm 

 
 

 

Nude Food Day 
Every Wednesday 
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