St. Damian’s Newsletter
5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083

Ph: 9467 8566

Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au

Thursday February 17th, 2022

No. 3 - 2022

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
School Assembly
We will hold our school assembly on Friday 4th March at 2.30pm as planned. Due to new Government regulations
announced today, we look forward to once again inviting parents to our assemblies. Please be aware that parents need to
show proof of vaccination to attend. I thank you for your understanding and support.
Open Days
Each year we hold our Open Days during Catholic Education Week in March. The main purpose of Open Days is to provide
prospective parents with an opportunity to visit our school and gain a feel for what we offer. Current families are always
warmly welcome to join a tour. Tours will be available on Wednesday 16th March, 9.30am – 10.30am and Thursday 17th
March, 11.30am—12.30pm and 6.30pm—7.30pm. Tours may also be organized by appointment outside of these
times for families not able to attend on the official Open Days. Enrolment applications are already coming in, which is
pleasing.
Enrolment for Foundation Year (Prep) 2023
We are now taking enrolments for Prep next year. If you have a child starting school next year, could you please collect an
enrolment form and lodge at the office as soon as possible. If you know of families wanting to enrol at St Damian’s please let
them know we are now taking enrolments. Please spread the word. Information spread by word of mouth is very powerful
and can draw others into our community. Thank you.
Kiss & Drop & Parking
Now that the before school service is operating from the multi-purpose area the driveway gate will be open earlier than
normal. Only families using the before school service should enter, cars doing drop off should not enter the school until
8.30am. This is a safety precaution as staff do not commence supervision duty until 8.30am. No cars should enter the school
from Joseph Street between 8.15am and 8.30am please.
We have also been notified by the Goodstart Kinder and Pre-School that some of our parents are using their carpark in
the morning and afternoon. They have informed us that they will be contacting the Police to have the cars removed from
their parking area. Be aware that you could have your car impounded or could be fined if you continue to park there as that
carpark is privately owned and for the purpose of the Goodstart parents. Also, please do not park at Irabina, the bottom
carpark or outside the Creed Centre to drop off or pick up students as these areas are not designated for parents. We ask
that everyone respect these requests. Thank you
Capital Works update
The works are progressing well and it is exciting to see the new spaces taking shape. After discussion with the builder we
are hoping to take possession of the new areas by the end of April and to have all works completed and the builders gone by
the beginning of May. It will be great to have a clean and quiet school environment again and the opportunity to enjoy our
lovely new spaces.
Naming our new space Competition
The new library/resource centre needs a name. We are looking for something new and catchy that reflects this space and its
use. Therefore, I am inviting our families to enter into a whole school competition to come up with a name for this new
library/resource centre. The family that wins will have the honour of cutting the ribbon at the official opening. Come on
everyone, put on your thinking hats and think of a great name for our new library. Next week we will put out the forms for
families to enter.
Prayer
I AM your Lord and Master, says the Lord. Let Me come into your life and set you free. Let Me surround your life and give
you life abundantly. Search for Me in all that you do and trust that I will be present.

Have a great week everyone,

Rosanna.
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Mathematics at St Damian’s
Dear Parents and Carers,
Term 1 is in full swing and so I thought it would be timely to give you an update about what’s
happening in Maths at our school.
Growth Mindsets. Children have been learning about the difference between a Growth and
Fixed Mindset in class. A growth mindset is when a student believes that they can learn
something new and if they don’t know something they will say “I don’t know that YET”. A fixed
mindset is when they think learning new things isn’t possible and students will use terms such as
“I can’t do it” or “I’m not good at maths”. A shift from a fixed to a growth mindset can have a huge
difference in achieving goals. To read more about Growth Mindsets take a look at https://
www.mindsethealth.com/matter/growth-vs-fixed-mindset or watch this video https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiiEeMN7vbQ&ab_channel=StanfordAlumni
Maths in class. In our classes, students have started exploring Number and Place Value concepts as well as Data
Representation. To help consolidate learning at home, look for maths in your child’s world. Small things like seeing your
letter box number and saying “What’s the number that’s one more/less?” or “multiply our letter box number by…..” can go a
long way into helping your child. Look for any graphs in newspapers, magazines or at your workplace and talk about them.
Make a bar graph using lego colours. Flip a coin multiple times and record if it lands on heads or tails. Showing your child
that maths is all around us makes it more meaningful and relevant.
Lunch Time Club. Our Year 6 Maths leaders have commenced a Maths Club at lunchtime on Wednesdays. They will
bring out games with mathematical concepts and play them with the interested students. Games such as ‘What’s the time
Mr Wolf?’,card games, Chess and Snakes and Ladders will be on offer. If you have any fun games you would like to see
incorporated into our club or have any game sets collecting dust at home that you would like to donate, please email me, I’d
love to hear from you.
Carmen Bruce
Maths Leader
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Sacramental Evening
Our Sacramental Evening will take place next Wednesday 23rd February at 7:30pm. Ingrid Greene will be our guest
speaker for the evening. This evening is a Parent only event and although it is aimed towards Parents of Students in Years
Two, Four and Six, all Parents are welcome to attend. Please note, all attendees will be required to show proof of
vaccination.

Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

Dear St Damian’s families,
My name is Brigitte and I’m your student counsellor. I am a Provisional Psychologist registered with the
Australian Health Practitioners Regulation Agency (AHPRA). I’ve undertaken five years of accredited study and
am half way through completing supervised practice to gain full registration.
I’m here to provide free confidential short-term school counselling services to support student’s mental health
needs. This includes students experiencing anxiety, difficulty-regulating emotions, stress, bouts of sadness,
transitions, family concerns, amongst others. If you’re interested, please contact your child’s teacher to obtain
and complete a referral form. Suitability of support will be determined once your completed referral form is
received.
I am excited for another (hopefully uninterrupted) year and look forward to working in partnership with you,
your children and the school.
Brigitte Dupé

PAGE 4

Learning Support Officers

Elisa Answerth

Marie Costanzo

Joanne Sobey

Benjamin Lim

Sandra Spicer

Domenica Martini

Sally Tan

Specialist Team

Charissa Beeby
Visual Arts

Felicity Cockayne
Reading Recovery

Mary O’Leary
Music

Cristina Giovannini
LOTE

Renee Waters
Learning Diversity

Sophie Jarman
Library/ICT

Tim Watson
PE
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Dear Parents / Carers,
This year, our school community will be aiming to reduce the amount of rubbish we produce. This will assist in
minimising litter around our school grounds, as well as have a positive impact on the environment. We will be
asking all students to bring home any waste they have brought into school, such as wrappers and Glad Wrap
from their lunch boxes. They will not be permitted to bring any rubbish out onto the playground. Some other
ways you can assist us in reducing our waste are:
·
·

send food to school in small, reusable containers rather than plastic wrappers or packaging
provide your child with reusable cutlery when required

We thank you for your support as we work towards reducing our impact on the environment and keeping our
school clean.
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Term 1
February
Wednesday 23rd

Sacramental Evening 7.30pm
Parents Only—Years 2, 4 and 6

March
Friday 4th

Assembly 2.30pm

Wednesday 9th

School Photo Day

Monday 14th

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 15th

School Closure Day

April
Friday 8th

Last Day of Term 1

