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5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083

Ph: 9467 8566
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No. 33 - 2021

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.
Dear Parents and Families

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Advent Week 2
The angels proclaimed “Peace on Earth” when the Baby Jesus was born. W e all need two
kinds of peace in our lives. W e need inner peace, but we also need peace with others. God
addresses both. He tells us what to do to find that peace. In week two of Advent we light the
second purple candle which represents Peace. As we light the second candle we are reminded that peace
with others begins as we understand that God has called us to be peacemakers in our world.
Matilda – The Production
It was a shame that our school production Matilda had to be cancelled last night. This production has been postponed a
number of times due to the lockdowns we have endured this year. Last night was the last opportunity, however it was not to
be. The decision was not taken lightly as we watched the rain come pouring down and the oval become saturated. The
biggest concern was all the electrical equipment which became dangerous to use under those conditions. In the end I was
forced to make the decision. I know that the students and families are very disappointed as are all the teachers. However, it
was out of our hands and the decision was the right one in light of safety concerns. I would like to acknowledge all the work
put in by all the staff and all the effort put in by the students. We especially thank Mrs Lorkins, Ms Tanski, Ms Beeby & Mrs
Sobey for all their hard work and commitment. Mrs Lorkins and Ms Tanski were sitting in the rain for quite some time
working with the sound technician trying to problem solve. However, it was to no avail. Obviously this event was not destined
to happen.
First Eucharist
This weekend we conclude the First Eucharist celebrations. We congratulate the Year 5M students who are receiving the
Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time this Saturday afternoon. We pray that as they meet Jesus in the Eucharist for the
first time, they may continue to experience the joy of the Sacrament throughout their lives. Please pray for these young
people as they continue their faith journey.
Last Day of Term
School will conclude for the year on Wednesday 15th at 3.15pm.
First Two Days of 2022
Staff will use the first two days of the school year assess students. Therefore, students from Year 1-6 will be given a time on
either Monday 31st January or Tuesday 1st February to come to school for half a day for either a morning block or an
afternoon block. Teachers will focus their testing on Literacy and Mathematics so that they can begin their teaching targeted
at individual needs once the student begin. All students from Year 1 – Year 6 will begin the new school year on Wednesday
2nd February. The new Foundation Year students will begin on Thursday 3rd February. The Prep students will be tested on
one of the Wednesday ‘rest days’ next year.
School Reports
The end of year reports will be sent home with the students on Friday 10th December. Included in the report is the
appointment time for your child to attend their testing session in 2022. Parents wishing to discuss any aspect of their child’s
report are encouraged to make a mutually convenient time with their child’s teacher.
School Building Works
Phase A of the building works has been completed and we are very thrilled with the new facilities. At present 3 classes are
using the new Arts Building, the Creed building, as their classrooms as we decant classrooms and the library and staff
offices in readiness for Phase B. The students who are currently in the new buildings are very excited to be using these
facilities and are thoroughly enjoying their lovely new environment. We will be moving the tuckshop and After School Care
Service in the next week. They will be relocating to their newly renovated facilities. Great excitement all round!
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Staff Farewells
Last Friday Mrs Sue Waters informed me that she is also leaving St Damian’s. Mrs Waters has been at St Damian’s for a
very short time, only a year in fact, but in this time has done a tremendous job as Learning Diversity Leader. She has
worked with families and the staff to ensure that our students who have additional needs are supported as well as possible.
We thank Mrs Waters for her contribution to our school and wish her all the best as she takes up a full time position as
Wellbeing Leader in Gladstone Park.
2021 School Fees
All fees for 2021 are now overdue and must be paid immediately unless a payment plan is already in place.

Prayer
Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console. To be understood as to
understand. To be loved as to love with all my heart.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life.
Amen.

Keep safe everyone

Rosanna

2022 School Fees
Family Fee
School Fees
Capital Fees

$ 1,785
$
560
.....…..…..
$ 2,345

Student Fees
Curriculum Levy (includes excursions, student resources, art and library resources)
Year Prep
Years 1 to 3
Years 4 to 6

$
$
$

370
430
460

Payment of School Fees
We accept payments weekly, fortnightly, monthly or by term.
Payments welcome by cash, cheque, credit card, BPay or Eftpos.
Direct debits can be arranged. The forms are available from the school office.
School Camp fees will be invoiced for Years 3 to 6, prior to the Camp commencement date.
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Sacrament of Eucharist 2021
Congratulations to the Year 4 Students who celebrated their First Eucharist last weekend. We thank Father Dong for
allowing us to hold these Masses separate to the Parish Masses. Our Year 5M First Communicants will celebrate the
Sacrament of Eucharist this Saturday 4th December at 2:00pm.
Following the recent Government announcement, the great news is, there are no longer density limits in places of worship.
This means families are able to attend the Sacramental Masses. There are no limits to the number of people who can
support each First Communicant. However, the regulation around vaccinations still stands. This means that only those that
who are double vaccinated are permitted to enter the Church for the Mass. Masks are no longer compulsory. Given
that density limits have been lifted, there will no longer be livestreaming of the Masses.
End of Year Mass
St Damian’s School Community will celebrate our End of Year Mass next Thursday 9th December at 9:15am. Please note,
under current Government regulations, anyone over the age of sixteen must be double vaccinated in order to enter the
Church.
The Season of Advent
As we continue our celebration of the Season of Advent, this Sunday we light the second of the Advent candles. We are
reminded of the way John the Baptist called people to prepare the way for Jesus, and we light this candle as a sign that we,
too, are praying and preparing our hearts to welcome Jesus anew this Christmas.
Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary –
8th December
Immaculate Conception is the belief that “the most Blessed Virgin Mary was from the first moment of her conception by a
singular grace and privilege of almighty God and in view of the merits of Christ Jesus the Saviour of the human race,
preserved immune from all stain of original sin…” (Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus). The angel Gabriel salutes Mary as “full
of grace.” To become the mother of our Saviour, Mary was enriched, by God, with many gifts in order to assume her
important role. Her prompt “yes” to the divine message is a model of faith for us all. Mary believed God’s promises even
when they seemed impossible. She was full of grace because she trusted that what God said was true and would be
fulfilled. She was willing and eager to do God’s will, even when it seemed difficult. Like Mary, may we believe that with God,
nothing is impossible. May we continue to have faith that God also gifts us with a transforming grace within our lives and
waits for us to also respond with willingness and heart-felt trust.
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
If you wish to make a donation, please feel free to send retail or gift vouchers to the School with your child and we will
forward them to the Society on your behalf. The closing date for donations is this Friday 3rd December.
Sacraments 2022
Please find below the Sacramental Dates for 2022. These dates will be published again in early 2022. However, you might
like to add any relevant dates to your Diary for your own reference.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 2022 – Year 2 Students

Sacramental Evening (parents only)

Wednesday 23rd February 7:30pm

Parish Presentation Masses

Sat/Sun 4th/5th June 5:30pm/10am

Reconciliation Ceremony

Wednesday 15th June 7pm

Sacrament of Confirmation 2022 – Year 6 Students
Sacramental Evening (parents only)

Wednesday 23rd February 7:30pm

Parish Presentation Masses

Sat/Sun 18th/19th June 5.30pm/10am

Confirmation Mass

Saturday 23rd July 2pm
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Sacrament of Eucharist 2022 – Year 4 Students
Sacramental Evening (parents only)

Wednesday 23rd February 7:30pm

Parish Presentation Masses

Sat/Sun 27th/28th August 5:30pm/10am

Eucharist Mass

Saturday 10th September 2pm

Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

Happy Birthday to the
following students who will
celebrate their birthday

The last day for Canteen Lunch Orders is
Friday 10th December

December
3rd

5th

7th

Sarah

3/4W

Flora

1S

Oliver

1S

Angie

1C

Oliver

2C

Joseph

Term 4
December
Saturday 4th

Sacrament of Eucharist—5M
2pm

6C

Friday 10th

Year 6 Big Day Out

Kosta

Prep G

Monday 13th

Last Day of School Year 6’s—Option 1

Jenny

1S

Tuesday 14th

Last Day of School Year 6’s—Option 2

Farah

3/4

Julian

6S

Last Day of School Years P-5—Option1
Wednesday 15th Last Day of School Years P-5—Option 2

Due to the strict COVID-19 restrictions, parents/guardians are required to make an appointment via the link below to attend
Academy Uniform’s Thomastown store to purchase their child’s uniform for 2022.
The dates available are as follows:
Nov 29th – Dec 23rd. Appointments are for 20 minutes and bookings can be made between 9am & 2pm. Our experienced
staff will allow for plenty of growth.
Bookings can be made at www.academyuniforms.com.au/stdamians
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St Damian’s Parents and Friends Association
We raised $360 from Casual Day- Thank you for your donations

We need you in 2022
What is the Parents Association (PA)?
The Parent Association (PA) plays an essential role in our school. We provide leadership and direction to parents seeking
to become more involved with their children’s education and school community. The PA is a good place for parents to find
out what’s happening at school. Through involvement in your PA, parents can learn how their school operates and
discover a network of people committed to their children’s school. We provide the various events, such as
Father’s/Mother’s Day stalls, hot cross buns, Easter raffles, book club, casual days, family nights, Grade 6 Gifts, etc. The
more hands, the lighter the work!

What if our family is new to the school and has never been involved in a PA before?
We all began in the same position. We welcome and encourage all families to participate in any capacity. It’s a fantastic
way to get to know other parents and children, and a great way familiarise your family with the school.

When and where are PA meetings held?
Our meetings are usually held at night to accommodate working families and we are very flexible in how we work so
please contact the school office to ensure that St Damian’s continues to provide great opportunities for our students
through fundraising efforts.
If you are interested, please email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au
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