
 

 

Thursday October 7th, 2021 No. 26 - 2021 

5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083  Ph: 9467 8566   Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au  

 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Families 
Welcome back to Term 4. I hope that each of you had the opportunity to rest over the school holiday break. This term we are 
looking forward to the students finally returning to school. The Government’s Roadmap to facilitate the student’s return is a 
very complicated one. However, we will manage the staggered starts as best as we can in order to have all our students 
back at school. 
 
On October 18

th
 the Prep and Year 1 & 2 students will return for part of the week. Preps will have 2 days – Monday,  

Tuesday at school, with Thursday and Friday being remote learning days. The Year 1 & 2 students will continue with remote 
learning for the first two days and then come to school on Thursday and Friday. The Year 3-6 students will continue remote 
learning all the week. 
 

On Monday 25
th
 October all school students return on-site at least part time; Preps – Monday – Wednesday; Year 

3/4s – Tuesday & Wednesday; Year 1&2 and 5&6 – Thursday & Friday. When not at school, the students will continue with 
remote learning. From Friday 5

th
 November ALL students return to onsite learning. 

 
At this stage, we are not able to have anyone onsite other than the students and staff. Parents can come into the school 
grounds to drop off the children, unfortunately parents and carers are not able to enter the school buildings at this stage.   
Hopefully this will change. However we are waiting to learn what the requirements are to enable this to happen. As I am sure 
you are all aware, given the current situation, all staff including anyone working in any capacity in a school, this includes  
volunteers, are now mandated to be vaccinated.  
 
School Closure Day 
A school closure day is planned for Wednesday 20

th
 October. Unfortunately it coincides with the return to school 

week. We apologise for this, however this day was planned earlier in the year and we were waiting for confirmation from the 
presenter that it could go ahead. his has now been confirmed and will be online with staff. The presenter is Father Elio  
Capra who will work with staff in the area of Theology. All staff in catholic schools are now required under MACS to complete 
10 hours of R.E. professional learning every year to maintain their accreditation to teach in a Catholic School. We had 
booked this day back in early Term 2 prior to the lockdowns. Given that Fr Elio is able to deliver this professional learning 
online, MACS has approved the school closure day. Therefore, there will not be any school/ remote learning on this day.  
We thank you for your understanding and support.    
 
MACSSIS Surveys 
These surveys have been sent out to relevant families. Families were chosen randomly and are a cross section of our  
community. If families receive a survey, could I respectfully ask that it be completed. These surveys are a way of receiving 
feedback and giving families a voice. They also assist us to set further directions for the school. In essence it supports us in 
planning and implementing good programs to benefit the children’s learning. All surveys are anonymous.  
 
Education Board 
The next meeting of the Education Board is scheduled for this coming Tuesday 12

th
 October.   

 
Condolences 
We offer our heartfelt sympathies to the following families who have lost loved ones in the past few weeks: The Milana  
Family on the passing of Mrs Milana’s father. The Hussein-Silluzio Family on the passing of their great grandmother 
and great uncle (Aaliyah PG & Amira 2CD). The Stingas Family on the passing of their father and grandfather (Leon 6C, 
Ethan 3/4A & Peter 3/4T). The Burneski Family on the passing of their father and grandfather (Matthew 6S, Lucas 3/4W & 
Kosta PG).The McGregor Family on the passing of their father and grandfather (Valentina 5M). The Peterson Family on the 
passing of their father and grandfather (Leah 3/4W & Jade 2C). The Rocca Family on the passing of their uncle (Antonio 
3/4M). The Cutrone Family on the passing of their mother and grandmother (Sienna 3/4T). The De Alwis Family for the loss 
of recent loved ones (Kaiden 1M). 
 
May God’s love bring each family comfort and hope in these difficult and sad times. We pray that God grant all who have 
gone to their eternal rest, their heavenly peace.  

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 
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Sacrament of Eucharist 2021 Masses – to be Re-Scheduled 

As St Damian’s is complying with the Victorian State Government’s National ‘Roadmap’ Plan, we await the easing of COVID 

restrictions on religious services. Please note, all Sacrament of Eucharist Masses scheduled for the 16
th

, 17
th

, 23
rd

 and 24
th

 

of October will be rescheduled. All families will be notified as soon as we can provide you with more information.  

 

Sacrament of Eucharist Parish Presentation Masses this Weekend – Cancelled 

Unfortunately, given the current circumstances and government COVID restrictions, our Sacrament of Eucharist Parish 

Presentation Masses scheduled for this weekend are cancelled. 

 

Sacrament of Eucharist Parent/Child Evening 14
th

 October 2021 – Cancelled 

Unfortunately, given the current circumstances and government COVID restrictions, our Sacrament of Eucharist Parent/

Child Evening scheduled for the 14th October is cancelled. 

 

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary – 7
th

 October 2021 
The month of October is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy  
Rosary in honour of the Blessed Mother.  October was also the month in which Mary appeared for the last time to shepherd 
children in Fatima, Portugal, urging them to "say the Rosary every day to obtain peace for the world." 
 
The Story of Our Lady of the Rosary 
Saint Pius V established this feast in 1573. The purpose was to thank God for the victory of Christians over the Turks at  
Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the Rosary. Clement XI extended the feast to the universal Church in 1716. 
The development of the Rosary has a long history. First, a practice developed of praying 150 Our Fathers in imitation of the 
150 Psalms. Then, there was a parallel practice of praying 150 Hail Marys. Soon, a mystery of Jesus’ life was attached to 
each Hail Mary. Though Mary’s giving of the Rosary to Saint Dominic is recognized as a legend, the development of this 
Prayer form owes much to the followers of Saint Dominic. One of them, Alan de la Roche, was known as “the Apostle of the 
Rosary.” He founded the first Confraternity of the Rosary in the 15

th
 century. In the 16

th
 century, the Rosary was developed 

to its present form—with the 15 mysteries: joyful, sorrowful and glorious. In 2002, Pope John Paul II added the five  
Mysteries of Light to this devotion. 
 
Reflection 
The purpose of the Rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII called it a compendium of 
the Gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death, and resurrection. The Our Fathers remind us that Jesus’  
Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Marys remind us to join with Mary in contemplating these mysteries. They also 
make us aware that Mary was, and is, intimately joined with her Son in all the mysteries of His earthly and heavenly  
existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the Trinity. 
 
The simplicity of the Rosary is very appealing. The constant repetition of words helps create an atmosphere in which to  
contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense that Jesus and Mary are with us in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in 
hope that God will bring us to share in the glory of Jesus and Mary forever. 
 
 

A Prayer Recognising God’s Presence Amongst Us 
Lord, we hide in fear of the unknown not realising you are with us always. 

Your presence appears like a stranger, a companion, as incomprehensible mystery, the extraordinary breaking 
through into the ordinary,  

and we are touched by the holy. 
In these places, we see, we hear, we know you, God – closer, deeper, beyond imagining, beyond expressing. 

Christ Jesus, lead us to moments of epiphany, revelation. 
Guide us to places where holiness touches ordinariness, and where we long to see you face to face. 

Amen. 

Mary-Ann Wright—Religious Education Leader 
 

Prayer 
 

God our Father, in the ordinary events of our daily lives, inspire us always to be positive in our attitude and in our decisions. 
Deliver us from all that is evil. Amen. 

 
Keep safe everyone, 

Rosanna. 

All children require a hat when outdoors in Term 4 
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St Damian’s Reading Challenge 
Dear Families,

The reading challenge is being extended until all students return to school on a full 
time basis. All reading challenge forms and sponsorship money is to be returned to 

school by 5/11/21. A reminder that all students who participate in the reading
challenge will enter their year level raffle for a $30 bookshop voucher.

Preps to Grade 2

Read up to 30 books
(picture books)

Grade 3 – Grade 6

Read up to 15 books 
(mix of fiction and non-fiction)
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Happy Birthday to the  

following students who will  

celebrate their birthday 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Belated birthday wishes to Samuel in 5M who  
celebrated his birthday on 27th of September 

October   

9th Joanna 1S 

 Gemma Prep G 

 William 1S 

10th Matthew 6S 

11th Leo 1S 

 Cecilia 2T 

 Abi 1C 

12th Jayden 1M 

 

Term 4  

October  

Wednesday 20th Student Free Day—Staff Professional 
Learning 

  

November  

Tuesday 2nd Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

  

December  

Wednesday 1st St Damian’s Carols Evening—7pm 

Thursday 9th 
End of Year Whole School Mass—
9.15am 

Friday 10th Year 6 Big Day Out 

Monday 13th  Year 6 Graduation Mass—7pm 

Tuesday 14th  Last Day Term 4 

 


