
 

 

Thursday September 2nd, 2021 No. 23 - 2021 

5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora 3083  Ph: 9467 8566   Email: info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au  

 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents 
 

How lovely it was yesterday to spend the day focused on the students’ wellbeing here at school. I am sure that the children 
at home were also enjoying the many activities posted for them by the teachers. The children had a great day, and I must 
add, so did the teachers. We did some art, watched the videos created by the teachers, we did some cooking, played  
different games and we even managed to fit in some dancing. The children were so very happy and relaxed and it was  
wonderful to share that with them. I would like to acknowledge all the teachers for organizing little demonstration videos for 
the students to watch and then try their hand at some of the fun activities. I hear that the jokes went down well with many 
students, but I believe the best jokes actually came from the students – this does not surprise me!  It is important in difficult 
times to just take a step back from time to time and reassess what is really important. Looking after your own Wellbeing is 
important because this ensures that we have the capacity to then support and work with others. It also ensures that we work 
at our optimum when needed. I hope that everyone – mums, dads. children, grandparents, aunties, uncles, teachers and 
everyone else, takes some time in all this madness to stop and refresh. These difficult times can become oppressive, but if 
we look after ourselves and our wellbeing, we can surmount them. My message to you all is to look after yourselves first and 
then you will be able to look after everyone else.    
 
I would like to acknowledge that this Wellbeing Day would not have happened without the focus and hard work of Miss 
Charissa Beeby, our Wellbeing Leader. It was Charissa who organized the day and coordinated all the activities. She was 
very ably supported by Mr Tim Watson, who looked after the PE and sport activities. I also thank all the Specialist and  
classroom teachers, our wonderful Learning Support Officers and the School Leaders for also contributing to the day. Happy 
Wellbeing Day Everyone! 

 
 

 
This Sunday is Fathers’ Day.  Notwithstanding the lockdown I hope that all dads, grandads and 
father figures, have a wonderful day celebrating with their families.      

 
 
 

 
Reading Challenge 
The reading challenge is continuing over the next few weeks, so I hope that all the children are busy reading as many books, 
magazines, or whatever materials they enjoy. This initiative is co-ordinated by two of our mums, Rodoulla and Donna, who 
are both on the P.A. Committee. All money raised will go towards the purchase of reading texts to support our Reading  
Program across the school. Even if the children are not raising money, it is expected that they also participate by reading.  
Reading is an important endeavor and we therefore encourage the children to read as much as possible. Reading  
comprehension underpins all areas of the curriculum. Reading is also a very enjoyable pastime that can be done just about 
anywhere. Keep up the great work everyone and happy reading! 
 

Preparations for 2022 School Year 
Thank you to those families who have already advised us that they will be leaving St Damian’s at the end of the year. This 
knowledge assists us with planning for the 2022 year. If you know that you are not returning to St Damian’s next year I ask 
that you please let us know asap. Knowing what movements we can expect helps us to plan better for next year. Thank you 
for your support.  
 

A Prayer for Fathers on Fathers’ Day 
Gracious God, bless fathers and all father figures with such love and faithfulness that children flourish and grow in  

uprightness and joy.  Bless those who long to be fathers and those for whom this day is difficult.  Amen 
 
Happy Father’s Day to all on Sunday and keep safe and well everyone.  

Rosanna 

The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 
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Season of Creation 2021: A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God  

Prayer 

Creator of All,  

We are grateful that from your communion of love you created our planet to be a home for all. By your Holy Wisdom 

you made the Earth to bring forth a diversity of living beings that filled the soil, water and air. Each part of creation 

praises you in their being, and cares for one another from our place in the web of life.  

 

With the Psalmist, we sing your praise that in your house “even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest 

for herself, where she may lay her young.” We remember that you call human beings to keep your garden in ways 

that honor the dignity of each creature and conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth.  

 

But we know that our will to power pushes the planet beyond her limits. Our consumption is out of harmony and 

rhythm with Earth’s capacity to heal herself. Habitats are left barren or lost. Species are lost and systems fail. 

Where reefs and burrows, mountaintops and ocean deeps once teemed with life and relationships, wet and dry  

deserts lie empty, as if uncreated. Human families are displaced by insecurity and conflict, migrating in search of 

peace. Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, wandering in search of a new place to find a home to lay their 

young and live.  

 

In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of your creative Word would move our hearts, as in the waters of 

our birth and Baptism. Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in the beloved community. Enlighten us with 

the grace to respond to your covenant and call to care for our common home. In our tilling and keeping, gladden 

our hearts to know that we participate with your Holy Spirit to renew the face of your Earth, and safeguard a home 

for all.  

 

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Feast of The Nativity of The Blessed Virgin Mary – 8th September 
The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A September birth was chosen because the Eastern 
Church begins its Church year with September. The 8th September date helped determine the date for the feast of the  
Immaculate Conception on 8th December. 
 
Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light of her 
birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth, the nature inherited 
from our first parents is changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our  
salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
 
We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human beings has joined with God in his 
creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with challenges. The new child has the potential to be a 
channel of God’s love and peace to the world. 
 
This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is the foreshadowing of 

that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning. 
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Father’s Day – Sunday 5

th
 September 

 
A Prayer for our Fathers, Grandfathers and Father Figures in our Lives 

God our Father, 
We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old. 

We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation;  
may they find courage and perseverance to balance work,  

family and faith in joy and sacrifice. 
We pray for our own fathers around the world whose  

children are lost or suffering; 
may they know that the God of compassion  

walks with them in their sorrow. 
We pray for men who are not fathers 

 but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love and advice. 
We remember fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers  

who are no longer with us but who live forever  
in our memory and nourish us with their love. Amen. 

 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 
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St Damian’s 2021 Reading Challenge 

Unfortunately, we will be in lockdown again this year for CBCA Book Week however, we will endeavour to celebrate the 
week with lots of great and engaging activities for the students online. The Theme for this Year is ‘Old Worlds, New 
Worlds, Other Worlds’. 
 
The major focus for all St Damian’s students this year is: ‘The St Damian’s 2021 Reading Challenge’. This is an excellent 
opportunity to engage all our students in reading. We expect every student from Prep to Year Six at St Damian’s to  
participate to the best of their ability in this challenge.  In doing so, the students will gain an appreciation of a variety of 
literature both fiction and non–fiction while developing their stamina and skills in Reading. 
 
Teachers will be encouraging all students in their class to incorporate reading as part of their daily activities.  The reading 
material can consist of their class daily texts, books they have at home, online reading (Epic), books they borrow from local 
libraries.  
 
If you have not already joined your local library, it would be the perfect time to do so as these offer lots of books online. 
Here are some links below. 
 
https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/about-the-library/get-in-touch/ 
https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/locations/whittlesea-library/ 
https://www.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Whilst we are encouraging all students to participate for the benefits of reading, it is an opportunity to raise some funds to 
support the purchase of our school’s Literacy resources- for example: our ‘Fountas and Pinnell’ Guided Reading books and 
Decodable readers.  We would appreciate parents to encourage and support their child/children and make a donation in 
recognition of their efforts.  
 
Stay tuned to this page for further information.  Stay safe 
Mattie Dragonetti and Angela Lombardi—Literacy Leaders . 

   

Happy Birthday to the  

following students who will  

celebrate their birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 

4th Henry 2S 

 Aiden 3/4A 

6th Aniketh 3/4A 

7th Michael 2T 

 Kaini 2T 

9th Ava Prep C 

 Lucious Prep C 

 James 3/4W 

 
 

 
 

ST DAMIAN’S PARISH 
 

Booking Mass for the Weekend 

Must be booked via Trybooking 
 

Saturday Vigil: at 5.30pm 
Sunday Mass: 8.00am & 10.00am are to be booked  
under the heading Masses for 2021and then please  

select the day and time you wish to attend. 
 

If you are unable to book via Trybooking please phone 

the Parish Office on 9467-2797. 

If you miss out booking please come to the church and 

you can register in the Church Foyer.  

Trybooking Link: www.trybooking.com/BNRPS 

 

https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/about-the-library/get-in-touch/
https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/locations/whittlesea-library/
https://www.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au/
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St Damian’s Reading Challenge 
Each child who participates in the reading challenge will automatically go into the 
draw for their year level raffle. The prize for each year level will be a $30.00 book 

shop voucher. Good luck!

Are you ready for Book Week? The Reading Challenge is back!

Preps to Grade 2

Read up to 30 books
(picture books)

Grade 3 – Grade 6

Read up to 15 books 
(mix of fiction and non-fiction)



 

 

PAGE 7 

 


