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The St Damian’s School Community acknowledges that we come together on the ancestral lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
COVID News
No doubt you will all be aware of the latest infection numbers and the hot spots identified in the media. Unfortunately, we
seem to be very close to some of these areas, which is always a concern. As of yesterday we are now required to wear a
mask when indoors. It is also a timely reminder that COVID is still with us and that we all need to be very vigilant to protect
ourselves and our families against this insidious disease. We must insist that anyone who comes into the school enters via
the Office and signs in so that we are compliant with Government requirements in case of the need to trace
contacts. It goes without saying that anyone entering the school MUST wear a mask at all times and that you sanitize upon
entering. We are required to ensure that we keep to the density limits so please be aware of this when entering the school. It
is also timely to remind everyone that if students are unwell, they must not come to school until recovered. This will help to
protect the whole community.
Tomorrow is a pupil free day, students are not required at school. Due to the lockdown taking effect from tonight, we will be
working online as students return to remote learning. Only children of permitted workers are allowed at school for
supervision. If parents are working from home, children must also work from home. Thank you for working with us.
Enrolment for Prep 2021
Could I please ask all our current families who have a young person starting school next year to please lodge your
enrolment form asap. We have been inundated with enrolment applications and as we close enrolments at the end of this
week and, we can only accept 75 Preps, we would be most disappointed to not have a place to offer your child.
Reconciliation Week 27th May- June 3rd.
As part of Reconciliation Week, some of our senior students usually attend the ceremonies at Whittlesea Council.
Unfortunately, given the latest crisis, Whittlesea Council has informed us that these have been cancelled. However, all our
students have been engaged in classroom work which this year, highlights the 20th anniversary of Reconciliation Australia.
In order to bring about some form of reconciliation, we, as a Nation, need to recognise and acknowledge the injustices of the
past and to move forward towards a more just and equitable Australia.
Learning Conversations
We have set aside Wednesday 23rd June for the Learning Conversations to occur. Students are not required at
school on this day, however they are part of the conversations around learning and attend the interview with their parents.
We will inform you when you can book in for these. At the moment we are going ahead with face to face meetings, should
this change we will let you know as soon as we know.
PRAYER –
God of all creation
You have given us this beautiful land we call Australia.
Rich in ancient culture and tradition,
Rich in landscape, plants and animal life;
Offering safety and opportunity.
Teach us to act with justice and compassion.
Help us recognise the richness of all cultures in this sacred land
And to be welcoming of all peoples.

PAGE 2

God of all creation
Help us never to take for granted the many gifts you have given.
Give us open hearts and courage,
To walk in solidarity with our neighbours.
Amen
Have a great week everyone,

Rosanna

Hi my name is Tracy, one of the Performing Arts leaders of
2021. CONGRATULATIONS to our new cast members for our
school performance of Matilda! On the 3rd of May to the 4th of
May, Ms Lorkin held auditions for the Matilda Main cast. We
are now out with the results and are pleased to announce the
cast!
Matilda - Alyssa, Lavender - Francesca, Bruce - Joshua,
Eric(a) - Imogen, Nigel(a) - Mikayla, Trunchbull - An N,
Miss Honey - Ava, Mrs Wormwood - Alana,
Mr Wormwood - Rafeal, Michael - Sebastian,
Mrs Phelps - Siena, Rudolpho - Leon, Acrobat - Emma
Escapologist - Caleb, Understudy - Isabella

PAGE 3

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Early next term, our Year Three Students will be participating in the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday 4 th August
at 7:00pm in the Church. Our Year Two Students will also participate in the Sacrament on Thursday 5 th August at 7:00pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Parish Presentation Masses
Please choose whichever Mass time suits your family best: Saturday 17 th July at 5:30pm or Sunday 18th July at 10am. The
children do not need to bring anything with them. They will be invited to stand on the altar after the Homily and everyone
present will be invited to pray for them.
Parish and School Family Mass
This term, all our Year Three and Year Four Teachers and Students unite through their preparation of a Liturgical
Celebration on Saturday 19th June at 5:30pm. All students and families are invited to attend the Mass which unites the
Parish and School Community. Importantly, St. Damian’s Community aims to nurture and support a learning environment
deeply embedded within the Catholic culture.
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity – Sunday 30th May
This Sunday, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Trinity.
We are not celebrating an esoteric doctrine from the past; we are celebrating One who is a dynamic relationship inviting us
to be participants in this dynamism. Mary Coloe.
While much of Christian art depicts the relationship among the three persons as triangular, the Early Church Fathers
encourage us to envision the dynamic love relationship of the Trinity in a circular fashion. The early Greek term,
perichoresis, literally means going around, suggesting a dance like movement where each person interacts with the other.
The point of this dance is love. The dance, an open circle, invites all onto the dance floor, drawing us into the midst of the
energetic flow of divine love.
Saint Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, suggests some practice steps for the dance: rejoice, mend your ways, encourage
one another, seek agreement and live in peace. In these ways, we help one another onto the dance floor, where we become
one with the very Source of grace, love and communion.
Barbara Reid.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 2 Corinthians
13:13.
St. Vincent de Paul Annual Winter Appeal
In response to the St Vincent de Paul Annual Winter Appeal, please feel free to send retail vouchers to the School with your
child. St Damian’s will forward them to the Society on your behalf. The closing date for your donations is Friday 18 th June.
Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

As Social Justice Leaders, we ask St. Damian’s School Community to help out with our Warm up Winter
Campaign. As you may have seen/heard, the Warm up Winter Drive would like everyone to donate any old or
new winter clothing, hats, scarves, socks, etc., that are appropriate to be sent to St Vincent De Paul. As we all
know, winter is coming up and it will get very cold, especially at night. Please send any appropriate items to your
child’s classroom by Friday 18th June.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Caleb, Emma and Megan
Social Justice Leaders 2021
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Congratulations to the St Damian's Cross Country team for their fine efforts in the Bundoora District Cross Country event
held on Tuesday the 18th of May at Bundoora Park. They all did an excellent job, with every student in the team completing
either the 2km or 3km course. We also had a number of students finish in the top 10, enabling them entry into the
Whittlesea Division event which was held this Tuesday. They were: Siena and Sara from 6C, Alannah from 5M and Billy
from 5B and Peter S from Year 3/4T. Thank you to the parent helpers who assisted on the day and travelled to and from
Bundoora Park with the team on the tram.
For Years 4-6, we are now turning our attention to Athletics team trials. Some Year 3 boys will also have the opportunity to
trial as we don't have enough boys in Year 4 to fill the team. Students are asked to bring their runners to school in their bags
on the days they don't have sport as I will be running trials during recess and lunchtime and occasionally some class time.

St Damian’s Parents and Friends
Fridge Magnet Sleeves
Parents Association are selling clever Fridge Magnet Sleeves for
families to buy for $8 each or two for $15. Please support us this year.
Order forms are available at office.

Second Hand Uniform Shop
Winter Uniforms available
Second Hand Uniform shop is open by appointment only on FRIDAY morning between 8.45am and 9.45am. In
the few next weeks, we are moving to the HALL during school redevelopment.
Please email stdpfcommittee@gmail.com for appointment. Cash only sales.
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Parents are reminded that the area where teachers park and the shed area is not a drop off or pick up
area. This is a dangerous practice as children use this as a walkway. Drop off or pick up is not
permitted here. Thank you for understanding
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ST DAMIAN’S PARISH
Happy Birthday to the
following students who will
celebrate their birthday

Booking Mass for the Weekend
Must be booked via Trybooking
Saturday Vigil: at 5.30pm
Sunday Mass: 8.00am & 10.00am are to be booked
under the heading Masses for 2021and then please
select the day and time you wish to attend.
If you are unable to book via Trybooking please phone
the Parish Office on 9467-2797.

May
24th

Isabel

5B

25th

Lara

Prep M

26th

Alessio

Prep M

27th

Jake

Prep M

Aljur

6C

If you miss out booking please come to the church and
you can register in the Church Foyer.
Trybooking Link: www.trybooking.com/BNRPS
Piety Shop for Confirmation Gifts
A wide selection of gills suitable for confirmation is now
available. There are also cards, bookmarks, rosaries and
inspirational items in stock. The shop is open after all
weekend Masses.
Please free to come in and browse.

Term 2 May
June
Friday 4th

Prep Excursion—Melbourne Zoo

Tuesday 12st

The Long Walk—Year 6 Students and Fire
Carriers

Friday 11th

Assembly presented by 1S—2.30pm
th

Saturday 19

Parish and School Family Mass—5.30pm

Wednesday
23rd

Student Learning Conversations—Student
Free Day

Friday 25th

Assembly presented by 3/4T—2.30pm
Last Day of Term 2—Students finish at
3.15pm

Term 3 July
Monday 12th

First Day of School Term 3

Saturday 17th

Reconciliation Presentation Mass
5.30pm—Year 2 and 3 Families

Sunday 18th

Reconciliation Presentation Mass
10.00am—Year 2 and 3 Families

Wednesday
21st

St Damian’s Family Day

Please ensure that your child has the exact money with their lunch order.
If your child requires change over $3.00, they will
need to collect and sign for it at the canteen.
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