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PLEASE NOTE:
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Families,
It is very sobering to know that in effect, there are only four weeks left of the school year. It feels as though we have just
started the year given all the challenges that COVID has thrown at us. However, the term has certainly flown and the reality
is that the year is coming to an end. This time of the year generates much frenetic energy as we wind down another year
and gear up in preparation for a new one. We are currently working on all the arrangements for 2021, with class structures
being our highest priority at present. Staffing, Year 6 Graduation, 2021 leadership roles, transition for Year 6’s, orientation
sessions for our incoming students, class groupings and end of year reports which take up much time and energy. Amongst
all of this, we also prepare for one of the most important events of the Church calendar – Advent/Christmas.
It is indeed the ‘silly season’.
This week we have celebrated NAIDOC week. The acronym NAIDOC stands for National
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. This committee was once responsible for
organising national activities during NAIDOC Week and its acronym has since become the
name of the week itself.

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each year to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous
communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. This week our school has made use of this great opportunity to
participate in a range of activities. Our wonderful FIRE Carrier leaders have been inspirational in the way they have
assumed responsibility for this event and ensured that we marked it in a respectful manner. All money collected via
NAIDOC week will benefit the Open The Doors Foundation, which we support through our FIRE Carrier initiative.
Lest we forget
Yesterday was Remembrance Day. On the 11th day of the 11th month at the 11th hour as a whole school, we observed one
minute’s silence. In this tiny measure of time, we paused to remember and reflect on the meaning of Remembrance Day: the
end of World War I. Originally known as Armistice Day, November 11 has expanded over the years to solemnly remember
all the fallen men and women who have lost their lives in subsequent wars, conflicts and peacekeeping efforts.
School Counsellor
Unfortunately we no longer have a school counsellor as Anthony has accepted a full-time position elsewhere and has
resigned his position here. Whilst this is understandable from the counsellor’s perspective, it is disappointing for us.
However, I have not given up I will continue to look for someone who will work with our students. I am continuing
negotiations with Engage 1on 1 to try and find a replacement as soon as possible.
Education Board Meeting
The members of the Board are scheduled to meet via Zoom on Tuesday November 24th. This will be the final meeting for
this year.
Father Vincent’s Gospel Reflection—32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, 15 November 2020
Dear Friends,
Many good news are around us these days. A Covid-19 vaccine will be available soon as it has been scientifically and
medically tested with very high rate of success. The virus transmission in Victoria has been under control with no case of
infection recorded and no further death happened. So we have a great hope of coming out of this pandemic to enjoy life and
to get back to normal as a community once again. It will be a new way of life, new energy and new discovery of who we are
and what we can do with confidence for a better future.
By using economic metaphors Jesus’ parable in the Gospel today is about Christian discipleship. Before he leaves on a journey, the master entrusts to his servants a different number of talents, giving to each according to their abilities. A talent is a
coin of great value. At home after his arrival, the master finds that the first and second servants have doubled their money,
and both are rewarded. The third servant, however, has only preserved what was given to him because he was afraid to lose
the money. He did not even deposit the money in a bank to earn interest. This servant is punished by the master, and his
talent is given to the one who brought the greatest return.
The parable of the talents reminds us that God has given us all our gifts in life, which should be used in the service of God
and our neighbours. Those gifts may be great or small, but everyone is expected to use them with a positive attitude and
fruitful ways to make a difference. It is the effort that counts. Those who use their gifts in the service of God and of others will
be greatly appreciated and rewarded. Those who offer no service will lose everything at the end. No matter what we are and
who we are, it is very true that if we put in some contribution, it would make a difference to the whole community. Every bit
does count and it would tremendously change the situation in a better way by the combined effort of the individuals.
As we approach the end of the Church’s year with the Feast of Christ the King next Sunday, let us be filled with the sense of
gratitude for God’s blessings on our life and for the generous contribution and hard work of many parishioners during the
year.
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Though small or great, known or unknown, all these contributions are important and do make the difference to the life of our
Parish community.
Fr Vincent Le PP

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them. Lest we forget.
Have a good week everyone and keep safe and well

Rosanna

Giving Tree and Christmas Hampers
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 limitations, St. Vincent de Paul Society will not be collecting gifts or non-perishable food
items this year. Given the circumstances, St Damian’s will not be hosting a Giving Tree and will not be gathering supplies for
Christmas Hampers.
However, if you still wish to make a donation, please feel free to send retail vouchers to the school with your child and we
will forward them to the society on your behalf. The closing date for donations is Friday, 4 th December.
Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

A Huge Congratulations to our Super Star Writers of the Week
Tyler Davies—6G
Adam Mascioli—6G
Shreyas Moudgil—6C
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NAIDOC WEEK- (National Aboriginal & Islander Day Observance Committee)
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each year to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and support our
students to learn more about our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.
This year’s theme is “Always was, Always will be”. It recognises that our First Nation People have occupied and cared for
this continent for over 65,000 years. We celebrate the richness of our First Nation People’s cultures, spirituality and the
many achievements and contributions.
It has been an exciting week at St Damian’s with our students being immersed in rich learning experiences in all areas of
our curriculum. They have played Indigenous games in PE lessons, learnt songs and listened to Aboriginal music, explored
art ideas and been immersed in multi sensory stories. They have deepened their understanding and gained new insights
into our country’s unique and special heritage.
Below and on the following page are some pictures of our students and their work.
Mrs Dragonetti.

Djru from Prep A explaining to fellow students the symbols on his personal Possum skin
and showing a favourite book.
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November
6th

Anastasia

5L

Jack

1/2B

10th

Simran

6G

12th

Olivia

1/2S

Gurshaan

4WT

Lucas

6C

13th

Chloe

1/2S

17th

Bailey

1/2C

Angela

1/2S

18th

Asher

5L

19th

Joshua

5S

The 22 Storey Treehouse
1/2MZ created their own 22-Storey Treehouse after reading some of the 13th-Storey Treehouse.
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Year 1/2MZ and 1/2C Learning
1/2MZ & 1/2C are learning about Length in Mathematics and measured various objects on the playground using rulers and
measuring tape. They also used their bodies to measure the length of the oval from one goal post to another!
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BUSY BEE GARDENERS
Gary, our new maintenance man and his son Matthew have been working very hard clearing and rejuvenating a fenced
garden area outside the senior building. St.Damian’s is soon going to have a herb garden, succulent flower garden and in
2021, a vegetable garden to maintain.
A group of Year One students along with the SRC team have been painting and decorating flowers to beautify the area and
this week will learn about different types of herbs and succulents before planting them in the garden beds.
The SRC students contacted Bunnings in Thomastown who kindly donated the herbs, gardening gloves, gardening forks
and some lavender plants for us. The Year 5 and 6 SRC representatives also designed badges for the Busy Bee gardeners.
Well done to our Senior students and congratulations for being such good mentors for the Year Ones. The students will be
responsible for maintaining the garden, and in time share the produce. Stay tuned for our mosaic pavers and say hello to
“Herbie” the scarecrow when you pass by!
Maree Foley-Smith (F-2 Literacy Leader)
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I hope you have all had a very relaxing long weekend. It was certainly nice to spend more time outdoors, enjoying the warm
weather and catching up with family and friends after what feels like almost an eternity not seeing them.
NEW WAYS NOVEMBER
Attached to this week’s newsletter is the Action for Happiness calendar for November, "New Ways November."
Post easing of restrictions we can find new ways to keep making progress. Trying out new things can actually boost our
well-being. When we open up to new ideas, it helps us stay curious and engaged. It can also bring a sense of
accomplishment and help to boost our self-confidence and resilience. There are so many ways to learn new things and this
month's calendar encourages everyone to find new and creative ways to overcome our frustrating situations.
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/new-ways-november
HEAD TO HEALTH
Head to Health is a Department of Health website that helps you access sites and services to help with issues like
anxiety and depression. The website allows you to find useful websites, apps and programs, online forums and phone, chat
and email services. Most are funded by the Australian Government and free for you to use.
If you want to learn more about mental health in general, you can browse the Head to Health topic pages. Included are
ideas about ways that can help you build a healthy and meaningful life, learn about mental health difficulties and how to
support yourself and others. For every topic there are suggested key resources.
Tania Micomonaco
Student Wellbeing Leader

St Damian’s Parents and Friends News

World Teachers Day 2020
Our teachers are incredibly special and greatly appreciated. The
remote learning that they had to plan in Term 3 was excellent! Our
children are so happy to be back at school and that change is
made even easier because of our amazing teachers. The Parents
Association have gifted each teacher to say thanks with these cute
“Apple Biscuits”

AGM VIA Zoom
All parents/carers are welcome to attend the St. Damian’s Parent association Annual General Meeting. The meeting will be
held tonight Thursday 12/11/20 at 7:30pm via zoom. We welcome all parents to join the Parent association! All contributions
big or small support fundraising events for our school community. We hope to see you there!
If you would like to attend the AGM, please text Donna Wagon on 0408051696, who will provide you the zoom link.
Second Hand Uniform Shop
Due to Covid Restrictions, Second Hand Uniform shop has been closed. We will be available for the school community by
"appointment only" on Friday mornings between 9am and 10am until restrictions ease.
Please email stdpfcommittee@gmail.com for price list, your order request or appointment.
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2020 School Fees are Now Due
Please finalise your school fees by this Friday 13th November.
If you have any queries regarding your 2020 school fees please contact the school office.
Thank you
Dear Prep Parents,
In Term One the Prep students were taking home a picture story book in a blue folder with questions. Unfortunately a
number of these are now missing. Could everyone please search shelves and cupboards at home and return any St.
Damian's blue folders to school so that the new Preps of 2021 can enjoy the same experience.
Thanking You, Maree Foley-Smith (P-2 Literacy Leader)
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