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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Families
We have almost concluded our second week at school and school life seems to be returning to normal for our students.
Classrooms are busy places of learning and the students are happily playing with their friends on the yard. All is as it should
be, which is fantastic.
School Counsellor
Today we welcomed Anthony, our school Counsellor. Anthony will be working in our school every Wednesday. The referral
process for this service is accessed more easily than in the past. Any parent who wishes for their child to seek this service is
able to make a referral. We do not need a doctor’s mental health care plan, which makes the whole process easier and
quicker. Therefore, if parents are concerned about their child(ren)’s mental wellbeing, anxiety levels, or have other
concerns please make contact with the either myself, Mrs Rubira or the school office and we can begin the referral process.
As the counsellor is also able to work with small groups of students, teachers will also be able to refer students. However,
this service, whether individual or small group setting, will always require parental permission.
Education Board Meeting
The members of the Board met last night via Zoom. The Principal’s report tabled at the meeting is attached to this
newsletter.
Some Important Reminders
At the moment we are still under COVID restrictions, which in essence means that adults should not be on school property
at all. Given that our school is situated on a very busy road, we made the decision to allow adults on site to alleviate
congestion on the footpath. However, there are restrictions on this as follows:
·
Adults MUST wear a mask and KEEP SOCIAL DISTANCING 1.5 metres from others. Therefore adults should not be
in little groups socializing
·
No one is permitted to pass the green gates and go onto the oval area
·
All adults must keep away from each gate area to allow students to move freely in and out. Adults and children must
not mix.
·
If waiting on the top basketball court, please move away from the gates at both ends to allow freedom in movement
·
Do not stand and wait on the driveway as this is a thoroughfare for everyone.
If these requirements are not met and restrictions have not been eased, then unfortunately we will not be able to
allow any adults onsite.
Joseph Street
It has come to my attention that some drivers are acting in very selfish ways. As mentioned many times, Joseph Street has
only one side for parking. Do not park on the side with the No Standing signs. If the side road is full, cars should not be
entering into the street to turn around. NO ONE is to use the driveway closest to the school gate to turn their car, this is
dangerous as students are exiting the school grounds. We all know cars and children do not mix. It’s quite OK to park the
car and to walk, after all a little exercise is good for everyone, including children. If you are parked in Joseph Street, then you
will need to wait before starting your car to leave, to ensure that students and parents are not walking along the road. If
waiting on the footpath to pick up students, please ensure that you are wearing a mask and maintaining social distancing of
1.5metres. We respectfully ask that everyone work together for the safety of all in our community.
SMOKING
Just a reminder that it is unlawful to be smoking near a school, or in a car when there are children inside. Police will be
notified and fines will be issued if anyone is found to be breaking the law.
Public Holidays
This Friday 23rd October is a Public Holiday, therefore students are not required at school. Also, Tuesday 3 rd November is
the Melbourne Cup. There is no school on Monday 2 nd November as well as we use this day for Report Writing purposes.
Condolences
We offer our heartfelt sympathies to Mrs. Cannatelli and family on the passing of her father-in-law on Tuesday afternoon.
Our prayers and thoughts are with the family at this very sad time.
Father Vincent’s Gospel Reflection-, 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time, 25 October 2020 Ex 22:20-26; 1 Thess 1:5-10; Mt
22:34-40
Dear Friends,
The central theme of today’s readings is the greatest Commandment in the Bible, namely loving God and loving neighbour in
action.
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The First Reading taken from the Book of Exodus, explains the different expressions of the love of one’s neighbour,
especially of the underprivileged. St. Paul in the Second Reading, praises the Thessalonians for the heroic witness they
bear in Christ by practicing mutual love. In the Gospel Reading, Jesus combines the commandment of loving God with the
commandment of loving neighbour into one as the supreme importance in Christian life.
A Pharisee, who believed in both the written Law and the oral Tradition, asked Jesus to summarize the most important Law
of all other Laws. This was a challenge because, in Jesus’ day, there was a double tendency to expand the Mosaic Law into
hundreds of rules and regulations and to condense the 613 precepts of the Torah into a few simple sentences. Jesus’
answer teaches us that the most important commandment is to love God in loving others and to love others in loving God. In
other words, we love God and express it by loving our neighbours because God is in them.
November is approaching as a special month to remember all those who have died. We believe that Jesus through his
death and resurrection has prepared for our loved ones and for us all a place in eternal life. This year unfortunately we
cannot fully gather together as a community to celebrate our Eucharist and to pray for all the dead because of the ongoing
pandemic and its infection. Nevertheless, we can remember them all in our minds and our hearts and pray for our loved
ones who have passed away.
Be assured of my prayers for your intentions with Masses I celebrate in the church these days and join with me in Mass
Online to pray for all our deceased relatives and friends, especially those who passed away during the last twelve months.
By a phone call or an email message you may like to send the names of your deceased loved ones to the parish office so
that I can include them particularly in my Masses. It’s indeed a special time to share our grief and to raise our hope in God
as we pray and celebrate together.
Fr Vincent Le PP
Have a good week everyone and keep safe and well

Rosanna

A Prayer to the Creator
Lord, Father of our human family,
you created all human beings equal in dignity:
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognise the goodness and beauty
that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,
and shared dreams. Amen.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, Encyclical Letter, 3rd October 2020
Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

PAGE 3

October
23rd

Massimo

6G

24th

An

5S

Nathan

1/2C

Liliana

6C

Jonas

3BM

25th

Adam

4WT

27th

Imogen

5S

28th

Alexis

5S

29th

Eddyson

3T

Neo

4M

This year has been a challenge for us all and no doubt it has impacted on our
celebrations in schools.
This year we will celebrate Book Week in Week 5 from Wednesday 4 th to
Friday the 6th of November. The theme this year is Curious Creature, Wild Minds
‘Curious and Wild’ Hair Day and Dress Up- Friday 6th of November
We won’t be having a Dress Up Parade this year but we are inviting the
students to dress up as a Wild and Curious animal or creature. As an alternative we
thought the students may wish to decorate and make their hair Curious and Wild. If
your child wishes to dress up, their costume must be made of whatever you have at
home. No need to purchase a fancy costume. They can use ribbons and cut out
creatures to enhance their hair styles and come up with creative ways to represent
our theme this year.
We will hold this special day on Friday the 6th of November and we look forward to
seeing everyone’s Wild Hair OR costumes.
Mrs Dragonetti and Mrs Foley Smith.
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St Damian’s Catholic Primary School Education Board
October 20, 2020
Principal’s Report
Return to Onsite Learning
Last Monday 12th October we welcomed back all the students from Prep to Year 6. It was a very smooth beginning with
families supporting the school in the way we managed the start and end of the day. The students have all settled in once
again and are back to the routines of school. We have in place our COVID Safe Plan to assist with safety practices in the
school. This all seems to be going well at the moment.
Counsellor
We are working with a company called Engage 1on1 through which we have been able to engage the services of a
Counsellor to work with our students and staff. This is positive for our school as many students and families were left
stranded when we lost our Psychologist due to NIRODAH going into liquidation. Given the difficulties that lockdown
produced for some students and teachers, the resumption of this service is very much welcome. The Counsellor will begin
this term so that we can begin the service as soon as possible. At present it will be online, unfortunately as we are not able
to have anyone onsite.
Structures for 2021
Next year we will have 17 classes, which is an increase of one class. This results in an overall growth in enrolment
numbers, which is very positive. We have undergone a Consultative Process with staff, which is a requirement in the Award
under which we operate. Next year’s class structures have been decided, looking at the most effective way of supporting
students. For 2021 we will have composite classes in Year 3/4, all the other year levels will be straight. Therefore, the
composition is: 3 X Prep; 3X Yr 1; 3X Yr 2; 4X 3/4; 2X Yr 5; 2X Yr 6.
We currently have 51 Yr 6’s leaving and 73 Preps entering. We have been notified that 4 students are transferring out, but
we have 2 students transferring into our school. We cannot firm numbers for the present, however the overall numbers are
looking fairly stable.
Staffing 2021
There is some movement in staffing for next year. Two senior staff will be taking extended Long Service Leave in 2021. I
have advertised these positions as well as for a new classroom teacher position to fill the extra class. Unfortunately, notification of movement of teachers can happen at any time during Term 4 as staff look around for other opportunities or just a
change. At the moment staffing is stable, but things may change.
School Surveys
We have received the raw data from the Surveys related to Remote Learning. On the whole the responses seem positive.
Which indicates that as a school, we managed the whole process quite well. This is heartening as I know that the staff and
the school Leadership worked very hard to ensure that disruption to the children’s learning was minimized.

