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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
PLEASE NOTE:
SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.40am TO 3.15pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.
Dear Parents and Families
Welcome back to Term 3 and welcome back to remote/online learning once again. I hope that everyone in our community
had the opportunity to relax and enjoy some family time during the holiday break. The announcement by the Premier on
Tuesday 7th July was certainly not welcomed news. It is very disheartening to know that all our efforts and sacrifices in the
first half of the year to reduce cases of the virus have been nullified and that we now are facing an even more serious period
as cases of infection rise. It is worrying to listen to the daily news and learn that people close to our school and community
are being personally affected by this disease. Hopefully, people will realise that everyone plays a significant part in helping
to control the spread. We all are responsible to each other for keeping ourselves and others safe by the way we behave and
interact, and most importantly, follow directives from the relevant authorities.
So, for the next four weeks, we will be engaged in remote learning. Staff, once again, have done an outstanding job to
ensure our students are continuing to learn through this period. As educators, we are very concerned about the disruption to
the students’ learning and therefore have modified the delivery of curriculum during this next period of remote learning.
Class teachers will have communicated with families regarding this so that we can target our teaching to meet student need.
Whilst we are continuing the practice of touching base with all students on hangout every day, for the remainder of the day,
the class teachers will be meeting with groups of students to facilitate literacy and math group work as well as other
curriculum areas. This mirrors somewhat, the usual classroom routines and will support students to continue to make
progress in their learning. We understand that some students will be online more frequently in these small group situations.
If this causes issues for families, with respect to sharing of devices, please contact the school and we will try and work with
you in this matter.
Once again, I commend our staff on their professionalism and commitment to their students. I also thank all staff who are
being rostered on to support and supervise the students who are onsite. This is a challenge in itself as staff are still required
to support their class while remote learning and supervise and support students at school at the same time. I also thank
you, our families for your support in working with us during these challenging times. It is a new way of working for everyone.
As you are all aware, as from today, it is a requirement that staff wear masks at school. Staff may decide not to wear one
whilst teaching online, however we are all mandated to wear one in our workplace. Further to this, communication from the
Chief Health Officer, in line with the directive from the Premier for all Victorians, is that everyone is now expected to wear a
mask when leaving home. Therefore parents picking up or dropping off children or visiting the school, for whatever reason,
must also wear a mask. Failure to do so will result in a $200 fine. I guess masks, for the time being, will be the new ‘must
have’ accessory.
Online Safety with Remote Learning
It is really important during this remote learning period that all students are able to use the internet safely so that they are not
exposed to unwanted or inappropriate advertisements. Without filters, etc it may happen that inappropriate materials may
pop up while students are using online platforms. Our school filters and safety nets do not cover devices when used in the
home. Therefore, we respectfully ask that families ensure that all home filters are up to date and suitable to block these.
To assist you in this matter you may find this link useful:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/taming-technology#on-your-home-wi-fi-network
Father Vincent’s Gospel Reflection
Dear Friends,

Mt 13:44-52

In the Gospel today, Jesus says that God’s Kingdom is like the treasure and the pearl of great price hidden in the field.
Once found, nothing is of greater value. Compared to them everything else is less value, and all else is given up to gain
them. He also says God’s Kingdom is like a dragnet cast into the sea. Good fish are chosen and odd ones are thrown
away. These parables remind us to discern priorities in life. There are things that are much more important than material
goods and money. To gain those real treasures, to possess the things of greater price and better value, everything else
must be re-evaluated and considered in the order of priority.
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During these days of Convid-19 crisis the restrictions still heavily affect our movements, our relationships and our
activities. We deeply appreciate the digital technology and computer science that help us to keep in touch with our
families, friends and with the world for communication and information. We discover what important to us are: good
health, life, family, love, peace, solidarity, community. They are indeed real treasures with great values that we need to
protect and take care of. So let us pray for ourselves, for our families, and for people in the world:
Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing all diseases and illnesses.” Come to our aid now,
in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love and your
protection. Jesus Christ, healer of all, come closer with us in this time of difficulty and uncertainty.
Be with those who have lost their lives from the virus. May they be at rest with you in eternal life. Be with the
families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair.
May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected
and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your love and compassion.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being
of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your guidance, as they work together to achieve it on
earth. In the midst of our anxiety and uncertainty give us peace. Jesus Christ, protect us and strengthen us.
Amen
Fr Vincent Le PP
Staff News
We congratulate Mrs Bruce and her husband Peter on the safe arrival at the end of June of baby James. Mother, father and
baby all doing exceptionally well.
Have a good week everyone and keep safe and well

Rosanna

Online Mass
Each weekend, Father Vincent is celebrating Mass online. Weekly Mass can be accessed via the St Damian’s Catholic
Parish Bundoora website, Live Streaming link at https://stdamiansbundoora.cam.org.au/index.php/live-streaming. Mass can
also be accessed directly via the St Damian’s Parish Bundoora YouTube page or via the St Damian’s Parish Bundoora
Facebook page. All are welcome to join in the celebration.
Creation Prayer
God created our world.
We should praise God for creation.
Praise the Lord from the heavens; give praise in the heights.
Praise Him, all you angels; give praise all you hosts.
Praise Him, sun and moon; give praise, all shining stars.
Praise Him, highest heavens, you waters above the heavens.
Let them all praise the Lord’s name;
for the Lord commanded and they were created.
Psalm 148:1-5

Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader
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St Damian’s Parents
Association
Second Hand Uniform Shop
Due to Covid Restrictions, the Second Hand
Uniform shop has been closed.
We will be available for the school
community by "appointment only" on
Thursday mornings between 9am and 10am
until
restrictions ease.
Please email
stdpfcommittee@gmail.com for price list, your
order request or appointment.

Thank you.

