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 St. Damian’s Newsletter 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents and Families 
 
We have almost come to the end of the remote learning with our Year P-2 students beginning school onsite next Tuesday.   
It will be wonderful to have the students back at school to return to face to face teaching as well as for the children to meet 
up with their classmates once again. I am so very much looking forward to the school buzzing once again with the chatter 
and excitement that only children can bring. On Monday 25

th
 it is a school closure day where all staff will be at school to plan 

for the next half of the term. Remote learning is not happening on this day and no child will be at school. On Tuesday 26
th

 
the students in P - Year 2 will be returning to school to resume normal schooling. Then on Tuesday 9

th
 June, the  

students in Years 3-6 will return to school. Students in Years 3-6 will continue remote learning from home until then.  
I understand some parents may be feeling apprehensive about the students returning, however this decision has been taken 
according to the advice of the Chief Health Officer. The reality is that COVID 19 has not gone away, however with careful 
health precautions we have been advised it is manageable. We need to maintain good hygiene. This virus could be with us 
for years until a vaccine may be found and then distributed. So it is important that we resume our lives, albeit with vigilance.  
Our school has been able to purchase sanitisers and alcohol wipes which will help maintain a clean environment. Also, the 
school will undergo a deep clean and be sanitized prior to the student’s return.   
 
Staggered start and finish times 
I hope all parents have had the opportunity to read the communication sent out yesterday. There were some key points  
regarding drop-off and pick up which are important for families to know so that we can ensure safety is maintained. It is very 
important that we keep to the correct times as stated in the communication to facilitate a smooth start and finish to the day.  
Most importantly, adults are asked not to enter the school grounds and to maintain a 1.5m distance from each other in the 
morning and afternoon. Please let your child know in the morning where you will be waiting to pick them up so they know 
which gate to go towards. All students must be collected at the right time at the end of the day. NO child will be allowed to 
wait in the office area to be collected as this would mean adults would be on site.   
 
Return of School Books and Materials 
I am very aware that parents collected all the children’s books and stationery at the end of last term and that these would 
need to be returned to school. However, as adults are not able to come in with the children we suggest that books be  
returned incrementally – a few at a time – as many as can comfortably fit in bags and children can carry. It may take 2-3 
days for everything to come back to school. We also require that each child have their own pencil case with writing pencils, 
coloured pencils, textas, erasers, sharpeners, glue sticks, etc replenished if these have been consumed. Unfortunately, it will 
not be possible for students to share materials.   
 
Tuckshop 
The tuckshop will remain closed for the remainder of Term 2. There will not be lunch orders or buying over the counter. We 
will notify parents of its re-opening once we have been informed it is safe to do so. 
 
Assembly 
We have been advised that unfortunately assemblies will not be happening for the remainder of Term 2. Use of common 
spaces is not allowed this term either. Therefore the Library will be closed for the remainder of the term.   
 
Health Care Card Holders 
Any family with a Health Care Card is entitled to receive a subsidy used for camps, excursions and curriculum expenses. 
This is usually $125 per child at school. However, in order for this subsidy to be claimed a CSEF form must be filled in and 
signed by the card holder. We remind all families with the relevant card to please ensure that all CSEF forms are submitted 
prior to June 30

th
 to qualify for the funds. Unfortunately we are not able to submit retrospectively.  

 

Please note:    MONDAY 25
th

 – SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY.  Students are not required at school and there is no remote 
learning.  
 
Staff News 
Mrs Carmen Bruce will begin Maternity Leave as from Monday 25

th
 May, therefore this Friday is Mrs Bruce’s last day with 

the students. We thank Mrs Bruce for all her hard work and commitment to the students over her time at St Damian’s.  We 
wish Mr & Mrs Bruce our very best wishes as they await with great joy the birth of their baby. We look forward to meeting 
baby Bruce in the very near future. Mrs Laura Maguire, will be working remotely full-time with the students until the Year 3’s 
return to school, then Mrs Maguire will be working 3 days and we have appointed a new teacher for the other two days.    
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Father Vincent’s Gospel Reflection –the Ascension of the Lord, 24 May 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It has been more than two months since 19 March 2020, the Feast of St Joseph, that all churches had to close and no  
Community Masses were allowed because of the virus outbreak. It is a shock and nobody would ever imagine that such a 
thing could happen. As the infection rates are now under control, the situation is getting better so hopefully we can get  
together again very soon to celebrate our Eucharist and to enjoy all other activities as a school and parish community. God 
is with us wherever we are and we can celebrate our faith in different ways with the help of modern technology such as 
Mass Online, Mass for You At Home, weekly Gospel Reflection and Prayer Liturgy sent home by email… 
 
This is similar to the change in mentality that the disciples of Jesus had to make when he had died, risen again, lived with 
them for a short while then ascended to heaven. They thought that this was the end of their relationship with him. His  
message for them was that he will be with them in a new way 
through the Holy Spirit until the end of time.  
 
The celebration of Jesus’ Ascension into heaven today marks the end of his physical presence with his disciples. It is in his 
Ascension that we see Jesus entering fully into the life and glory of God. The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles is 
the story of Jesus’ Ascension, his promise of the Holy Spirit, his instruction to the disciples to bear witness to him. In the 
second reading, St. Paul tells us that God revealed His glory in the resurrection and ascension of Christ and in his exaltation 
over all creation. St Paul prays that; may God enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds 
for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised 
for us believers. (Eph 1:18) 
 
The Gospel reading describes the final meeting of Jesus with his disciples before his ascension into heaven. In returning to 
God the Father, Jesus left for his disciples a task, a mission to be witnesses of his saving death and resurrection and to  
proclaim God’s salvation to all people. (Mt 28:16-20) 
 
We, through baptism, have been given a share in this mission - to be heralds of the good news and ambassadors for Jesus. 
We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in and through us by the power of his Holy Spirit. In our 
days we continually witness a new Pentecost as God the Father pours out his Holy Spirit upon his people to renew and 
strengthen the body of Christ and to equip it for effective ministry and mission world-wide. The Ascension of Jesus is the 
source of hope and encouragement for us as we know that God is always with us and our final destination is in Heaven. 
 
Fr Vincent Le PP 
 
 
Keep safe and have a good week everyone.  

Rosanna 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Last week I mentioned that we would be taking registrations for the Australian Maths Competition for years 3-6 students. I 
am so pleased to announce that we had 102 students express their interest to participate! This is a fantastic number of  
students and proves that the students at St Damian's have adopted a positive growth mindset towards Maths and are keen 
to challenge themselves. The event will take place on Thursday 30th of July. More details to follow in the coming months. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Carmen Bruce—Maths Leader. 



 

 

PAGE 3 

 

Faith News 
 
Online Mass 
Each weekend, Father Vincent is celebrating Mass online. Weekly Mass can be accessed via the St Damian’s Catholic  
Parish Bundoora website, Live Streaming link at https://stdamiansbundoora.cam.org.au/index.php/live-streaming. Mass can 
also be accessed directly via the St Damian’s Parish Bundoora YouTube page or via the St Damian’s Parish Bundoora  
Facebook page. All are welcome to join in the celebration.  
 
Family Week 2020 
Family Week this year comes during one of the most challenging global health and social crises. The COVID-19 pandemic 
brings into sharp focus the importance of families, as it is families who bear the brunt of the crisis – sheltering their members 
from harm, caring for our children as they learn from home, and at the same time, continuing their work responsibilities. 
This year’s Family Week theme is Building Connections in the Spirit of Hope. Hope is a powerful and transformative idea. It 
has a focus of providing hope for vulnerable families, while building rich, broad and meaningful connections that promote 
resilience in families and our community. 
 
All members of the family, each according to his or her own gift, have the grace and responsibility of building, day by day, 
the communion of persons, making the family "a school of deeper humanity": this happens where there is care and love for 
the little ones, the sick, the aged; where there is mutual service every day; when there is a sharing of goods, of joys and of 
sorrows (Pope John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio (The Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World), 1981, n. 21). 
 
May we embrace this family time as precious, and continue to strengthen our Family and School partnership. The unity of 
our community will make the light of Jesus Christ a real presence in our world. 
 
Solemnity of Our Lady, Help of Christians – 25

th
 May 

Since the Middle-Ages, the Church has devoted the month of May to Mary. We find strength when seeking Mary’s  
intercession and gain confidence in knowing that God continues to act in the world. On all Marian feast days, we continue to 
celebrate Jesus Christ, for Mary’s privilege is received from God. Whilst we continue to pray and practise charity, we can 
remain assured that our prayers will be answered. With maternal love for us, Mary wants what is best for us as she urges, 
“Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). May we continue to lead others to know and love her Son too. May we feel  
empowered to turn to her in prayer as we continue to love Jesus and others with a greater love. 
 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-Entry Anxiety 
 
Re-entry back to school can be a nervous time for parents as much as children, but it’s important to try and keep your own 
anxiety levels under control. The more you can stay calm and present going back to school as a fun, positive experience 
rather than an anxious and worrying time – the better. 
 
Useful tips for Re-entry 
 
· Get back into the school-day routine – waking up, eating and going to bed at regular times. 
 
· For anxious kids, plenty of detail can be calming. 
 
·  Talk through the steps of getting to their classroom, especially in light of the new changes to pick up and drop off 
 
· Discuss the changes to school life (eg: extra hygiene precautions, reduced physical contact with others and  
· minimising use of shared resources) 
 
· Stick to familiar routines as much as possible. Try to have a calm evening and allow more time to settle before  
· bedtime if your child is feeling excited/nervous about school. 
 
· Finally, adapting to change and coping with new situations can help strengthen independence and resilience, so  
· celebrate this with your child. 
 
Tania Micomonaco -Student Wellbeing Leader 

https://stdamiansbundoora.cam.org.au/index.php/live-streaming
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Throw it to you Thursday’ 
 

Today I had a great day I cooked sausages, baked bread and did a few things in the garden. Making and baking the  
ciabatta rolls was the best!  The ciabatta rolls were absolutely delicious filled with all the special ingredients. It was the best 
bread ever!  It was a great day I had so much fun going to Uni Hill on a bike ride. It really was a day to remember. I also had 
fun in the garden I did a few things. The highlight of the day was baking the bread. Joshua 5L 
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