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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Parents and Families 
 
We have almost come to the end of another week of online learning. As the days progress we notice that everything is  
beginning to settle down and both students and staff are becoming more accustomed to our new way of working. We have 
had some positive feedback from parents about the way we are managing our online learning. We are very grateful for this 
feedback and appreciate the support we have received from our families. We are trying to take on board all the feedback 
received and make adjustments to the delivery of curriculum as required so that we are continually meeting the needs of all 
our students.  Our staff have been amazing in the way they have embraced the challenges of this new way of working and 
most especially their professionalism and care of the students in their class. We all agree on one thing – school is so much 
harder when it’s remote.   
 
As I write this newsletter, I am sitting in my office and reflecting on the fact that ‘school’ is a barren and sterile environment 
without the chatter and warmth of the children and staff. I cannot say that I am ‘enjoying’ coming to work at the moment as I 
miss all the students, staff and parents. Human interaction and building relationships is the single most important part of  
being in a school community. This is what I am missing most at the moment.  I am very much looking forward to the day that 
school resumes and we can return to normality. 
 
Please know that we continue to welcome feedback from our families so please email concerns or issues to me or your  
child’s  teacher,  or simply let us know how you are travelling at home. We are more than happy to receive your 
communication.  
 

 
ANZAC Day  
The COVID-19 outbreak in Australia has led to the cancellation of nationwide Anzac Day  
services, with only a handful of Dawn Services to be held around the nation that the public have 
been asked not to attend. 
 
HOW TO WATCH/PARTICIPATE IN ANZAC DAY SERVICES 
We are being encouraged  to #StandAtDawn and watch the live telecast of the dawn service at 
the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, which will be broadcast on ABC- TV from 5am on  
Saturday morning. 
 
In Victoria, Melbourne’s Dawn Service at the Shrine of Remembrance will commence at 6:10am 
and finish at 6:30am. Viewers will be able to re-watch the service through the day. The Wreath 
laying service at Watsonia will be going ahead as planned at 10.00am.   

 
Anzac Day is celebrated on 25

th
 April each year, regardless of the day on which it falls. Therefore, in 

Victoria there is no replacement public holiday as this year it falls on a Saturday.  It was on this day 
in 1915 that the armies of Australia and New Zealand entered into their battle at Gallipoli, Turkey 

during the First World War. Despite landing under the cover of darkness, the Anzacs were met with  
immediate bombardment and gunfire. On the shores of Gallipoli, the Australian and New Zealand armies fought for eight 
months forcing a stalemate. Eight thousand Anzac soldiers lost their lives. Over time, the day became a way to memorialise 
the sixty thousand Australian soldiers who died in the First World War. 
 
While the Gallipoli operation itself was not a success, the valour and determination shown by Anzacs, the “Knights of  
Gallipoli,” were immediately commemorated in Australia. Anzac Day is set to coincide with the anniversary of the landing in 
Gallipoli, however, the day itself is not meant to be a commemoration of the event, but rather the qualities that Australia  
established for itself there. On Anzac Day, we recognise the courage, mateship, skill, and perseverance of those who have 
served, fought, and given their lives in the military. On Anzac Day, we show love, honour and support for those who fought 
to enable freedom for people all over the world, but were not able to make it home. 
 
Year 6 Bomber Jackets 
The Year 6 jackets have arrived and are in the school office waiting to be collected. We ask that parents call the office to 
arrange a time so that we avoid gathering together and maintain the required social distancing. I know that the Year 6’s will 
be eager to receive their jacket. A little ray of sunshine in an otherwise ordinary period!  
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Enrolment for Foundation Year (Prep) 2021 & Tours 
Our enrolment process continues here at St Damian’s. I am pleased to report that we have received a number of requests 
for school tours from prospective parents. It is very heartening to know that there is great interest in our school and those 
attending the tours are very keen to join our school community. I have taken a family per day on a tour of the school and 
each has been very appreciative of the opportunity to visit and see our school. Hopefully the interest will result in healthy 
enrolment numbers for St Damian’s.  
 
Keep safe and have a good week everyone. Please continue to look out for each other, especially those in our community 
who are most vulnerable.  
 

Rosanna 
 
 

Father Vincent’s Gospel Reflection - 3rd Sunday of Easter  

Dear Friends,  
 
This Saturday is Anzac Day, a national Day of commemoration and reflection. With minds and hearts united we raise our 
thoughts and prayers for the many men and women who sacrificed their lives during the wars to defend our freedom and 
peace. As we honour our heroes and heroines, we should remind ourselves of the terrible consequences of human conflict 
and the enormous sacrifice that many people have generously offered. In a world still dominated by violence and war, the 
lesson of Anzac remains the same. Unless we try hard to make peace with ourselves, with one another, with God and with 
all of His creation, and unless we learn the way of forgiveness and co-operation, there won’t be a true and lasting peace in 
the world.  
 
The coronavirus crisis these days has brought so much damage to our world and our society in many ways such as life, 
health, economy, jobs. What can we learn from this terrible outbreak? It makes us aware of the important issues of life and 
death, the destructive force of an invisible virus and the need of mutual support and sharing resources for our human  
survival and growth. The suffering of people is so great that we feel lost and defeated. The ongoing battle against the virus 
infection is so difficult and complicated. We admire the doctors and nurses in hospitals risking their lives in caring for those 
infected.  
 
As people of faith we pray for our world, for those who have lost their lives by the deadly infection, and for the good outcome 
of the fight against this virus. With confidence in God’s loving care and protection we proclaim the Easter message with 
hope: ‘Christ has risen, Alleluia!’ Though we carry the certain death in our human bodies, we also carry the seeds of new life 
for eternity. The spirit of Easter calls us to participate in the protection of life, be peace makers and messengers of  
forgiveness and reconciliation.  
 
It is no surprise that the post Easter appearances never took place where people would have usually imagined. The risen 
Lord did not appear in a royal palace or in the temple of Jerusalem. He was seen and recognized as a fully alive person in 
ordinary places as one like us: with women who mourned the death of a friend, among frightened followers who hid  
themselves behind the locked doors of a dark room. As the Gospel story of this Sunday tells us, the risen Jesus walked on 
the road with two of his disciples who felt shattered after his cruel death and who tried to rebuild their lives. He demonstrated 
his new way of being with them and with us in our broken world by word of Scripture explained and bread shared at the  
familiar meal, the Eucharist. Easter tells us that there is hope over despair, light in darkness and new life beyond death in 
this world.  
 
Fr Vincent Le PP 

 

Faith News 

 
Social Justice - Project Compassion 
Thank you to each family on behalf of Caritas for your generosity in supporting Project Compassion throughout Lent. With 
the assistance of our enthusiastic Social Justice Leaders – Sarah, Shiphrah and Simran– our School Community raised 
$145. Our Social Justice Leaders inspire our community to act for others. 
 
 

The core of faith is equated with the doing of justice…. 
The doing of justice is not the application of religious faith, but its substance. 

Without it, God remains unknown…. John O’Donohue. 
 
 
Mary-Ann Wright 
Religious Education Leader 
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