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PLEASE NOTE: SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS IS BETWEEN 8.30am TO 3.30pm ON SCHOOL DAYS.
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
National Sorry Day
Sorry Day is an annual day of remembrance in Australia to acknowledge the injustice
experienced by members of the Stolen Generation. It is held each year on May 26th. American
academic John Torpey coined the term the “Stolen Generation” to describe the “Aboriginal
children separated, often forcibly, from their families in the interest of turning them into white
Australians.”
National Reconciliation Week May 27 – June 3. National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to
learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to
achieving reconciliation in Australia. The dates for NRW remain the same each year. These dates commemorate two
significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo decision
respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation
strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.
As a FIRE Carrier School, St Damian’s is committed to this belief. This year marks for us the tenth anniversary of the FIRE
Carrier initiative of Catholic Primary Schools in the North Eastern zone. In the spirit of Reconciliation we go forward as a
community to forge strong bonds with our indigenous brothers and sisters. Our FIRE Carrier student leaders,
accompanied by Miss Smarrelli who is also a FIRE Carrier, will be attending the ceremonies and representing our school
this Monday May 27th at Whittlesea Council.
Parents’ & Friends Committee
The committee will be meeting tomorrow at 9.00am in the foyer of the hall. Everyone is welcome.
Earn and Learn
Don’t forget to collect the Earn and Learn stickers when shopping at Woolworths. St Damian’s has a box at the
supermarket to drop in your stickers, or alternatively send them to school and drop them into the box located in the office.
In the past we have been able to select many valued resources through this program. Collect them from family, friends or
anyone you know who shops at Woolies and help us build up our school resources which ultimately supports the
children’s’ learning.
School Closure Day
Please remember that next Tuesday May 28th staff will be engaged in professional learning focused on wellbeing.
Students are not required at school on this day.
Parish/School Mass
Next Sunday June 2nd is the first of the annual Parish/School Masses. This Mass, celebrated at 10.00am, is a great
opportunity for us to join together as a parish family and celebrate as a faith community. We hope that many in our school
community will take the time to come and take part, as a family, in the Mass. We know that students learn what is
important from what is modelled at home. We hope that celebrating as a faith community is valued and therefore
practiced. We look forward to sharing this Mass with everyone.
Bottom Carpark
Please remember that this area is NOT a drop off zone. Parents are reminded that the Joseph Street entrance has been
designed for this purpose. Also in true community spirit, it would be really appreciated if drivers could leave this area for
use for mothers with young babies in prams and for elderly grandparents and those who are sick in our community.
Able bodied parents should park in the surrounding areas.
Parish Refurbishments
During the renovation works of the Parish house, the parish office will operate from the Briglia room. Parking in this area is
restricted to staff only. There is no entry via Plenty Road. The OHSC program will continue to operate, however parents
will need to park at the bottom carpark and walk up to collect their children. We apologise for the inconvenience and thank
you for your understanding and co-operation.
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Prayer
Lord, we pray for Reconciliation:
That the wrongs of the past may be recognized,
That our awareness of the journey so far be awakened,
And that the Spirit moves us to walk the talk and see
through what has been started.
We ask this in your name.
AMEN

Have a wonderful week,

Rosanna
Faith News
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Later this term, our Year Three students will be celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday, 26 th June at
7:00pm in the Church. Please pray for them, their families and their teachers as they prepare together for this celebration.
Parish and School Family Mass
This term, all our teachers and students are collaborating to prepare a celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday, 2 nd June at
10:00am. This Mass celebrates the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord and all students and families are invited to attend
the Mass which unites the Parish and School Community. Importantly, St. Damian’s Community aims to nurture and support
a learning environment deeply embedded within the Catholic culture.
Solemnity of Our Lady, Help of Christians – 24th May
Since the Middle-Ages, the Church has devoted the month of May to Mary. We find strength when seeking Mary’s
intercession and gain confidence in knowing that God continues to act in the world. On all Marian feast days we continue to
celebrate Jesus Christ, for Mary’s privilege is received from God. Whilst we continue to pray and practise charity, we can
remain assured that our prayers will be answered. With maternal love for us, Mary wants what is best for us as she urges,
“Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). May we continue to lead others to know and love her Son too. May we feel
empowered to turn to her in prayer as we continue to love Jesus and others with a greater love.
Mary-Ann Wright
Religious Education Leader

Changes to the School Administration System
All catholic schools will be migrating to ICON (Integrated Catholic Online Network). This means that we will be connected to
the Catholic Education Office Melbourne. St Damian’s has already begun this process with our administration system. As
from Monday 27th May 2019, our administration system will operate from this central platform.
As with any change, time is needed to fully integrate and complete. As we become accustomed to using ICON successfully
and as the system migrates, we will need to receipt all payments manually as we are unable to use our usual receipting
program.
We ask that parents are aware the tasks that the office staff complete during the implementation of the ICON system, may
not be fulfilled as quickly as usual.
We ask for your understanding during this period of familiarisation for the administration and the teaching staff.
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Prep A

Rianna Batra

For doing her best at sounding out words during writing time.

Prep M

Johnny Xie

For doing his best in writing lessons by using finger spaces, sounding out words and writing sentences independently.

Prep T

Jay Manza

For learning his red words and writing a sentence independently.

1B

Alexander
D’Errico

For working so hard at school and home to improve his reading.

1L

Eadie Raso

For always doing her best in all areas of the curriculum, particularly working hard in maths
using her addition and subtraction strategies.

1MZ

Ian Zhang

For being a compassionate and respectful member of 1MZ.

2J

Ryan Wang

For doing his best to complete learning activities.

2S
3DW

Samuel Ribera For doing your best to improve your reading and showing tremendous growth.

3S

3S

For making it through NAPLAN with a positive attitude.

4CW

Anastasia
Kyriacou

For being such a helpful member of 4CW who always goes out of her way for others.

4M

Francesca
Micomonaco

For always treating others with understanding, respect and courtesy.

5B

Justin Lin

For always doing his best and displaying leadership qualities.

5L

Sarah White

For being pro active with her efforts to inform others on ways that we can respect our
environment.

6C

Xavier Mahar

For getting into character in the Ned Kelly trial at our recent excursion.

6G

Joanne Lam

For doing her best in all areas of the curriculum and being a respectful member of 6G.

6S

Henry Poon

For being an honest and hardworking student, you always strive to do your best.

NIRODAH Counselling
In the coming weeks we will have a psychologist from NIRODAH Advance Counselling onsite and available to see children
at the school. Michelle has a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology and experience working with people of all ages (children,
adolescents & adults), and in diverse settings (including hospitals, community centres and schools).
She brings a broad range of knowledge and her experience extends to individual and group therapy. In the school setting
she has worked with children and families experiencing various psychological issues including; Anxiety, Behavioural
Issues, Separation Issues, School Refusal, Bullying, Mood Disorders, Adjustment Disorder, Eating Disorders, ADHD, ASD,
Grief, Relationship Issues, and Stress Management.
Michelle offers non-judgemental support and sincere empathy for people’s experiences, allowing for a respectful and
compassionate therapeutic relationship. She is passionate about her work and strongly believes in the role of psychology
in overall wellbeing.
If you would like any information regarding NIRODAH please contact me.
Jenny Rubira
Deputy Principal Learning and Teaching Leader

Social Justice News
As Social Justice Leaders, we ask St. Damian’s School Community to help out with our ‘Warm up Winter’ campaign. As
you may have seen/heard of, the ‘Warm up Winter’ Drive would like everyone to donate any old or new clothing that are
appropriate to be sent to St Vincent De Paul. As we all know, winter is coming up and it will get very cold, especially at
night. We are also collecting non-perishable food. For example, pasta, spaghetti etc. Please send any appropriate items to
your child’s classroom by Friday, 14th June.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Sam, Daniel, Elizabeth and Julian
Social Justice Leaders 2019

In this week’s newsletter psychologist Georgina Manning writes about the importance of saying “No.” Saying no
teaches children important lessons - how to deal with disappointment, how to negotiate, how to prioritise, and how to
strike a balance between work and play. Kids who understand that they can't always have their way will be more likely
to be successful in school, relationships, and their careers.
Tania Micomonaco - Student Wellbeing Leader
Why Parents should feel good about saying “No” to their children.
1. Kids need to feel discomfort
Yes, it can be gut-wrenching to watch your kids struggle, and the temptation to minimise or remove their discomfort can
be great. But this can set them up for failure later on because life is, at times, uncomfortable. “A trend that I’m seeing is
that parents are keeping their kids home from school when they’ve had a little upset the day before or if their child has
a bit of anxiety about swimming, camp, speaking on assembly, or something else they don’t want to do,” Manning says.
“But if parents protect their child from uncomfortable emotions, when they’re older they won’t know how to cope with
those feelings. Avoidance grows anxiety because it teaches them that the thing that they are anxious about is so bad
that the person who is in charge of their life thinks they can’t possibly manage it.”
2. Kids need to learn to wait
Learning to delay gratification can be a tough and tantrum-inducing lesson, but it is one of the most important factors
for success in life. Manning says she sees parents who provide a constant stream of positive on-demand experiences I
nstead of making children wait for treats, such as making them do their home responsibilities before they play or saving
up for a toy or a holiday. “Life is full of waiting and life is hard,” says Manning. “We have to work to get what we want,
whether that’s a thing or success; we can’t just instantly get it and we need to teach our children that really important
lesson.” If we give our children exactly what they want when they want it, we also risk raising self-centred, entitled and,
at the extreme, narcissistic children.
3. Boundaries make kids feel secure
Too many choices and inconsistent responses and outcomes can cause anxiety in adults. The same applies to
children, but one parenting trend is to negotiate with children on pretty much everything. Constant negotiation can
make children feel insecure because they never know where they stand or what outcome they are going to get. This
can induce anxiety and make kids lose trust in their parents. “Children always push for boundaries, they are pushing for
those ‘nos’ and it’s our job to give it to them,” says Manning. “A ‘no’ might not be immediately what the child wants but
overall it can be comforting for them because they know that there are limits and they feel cared for and safe.” Saying
“no” doesn’t need to be a shouting match or followed with lengthy discussions or justifications, Manning says.
“A positive way to say no is: ‘In our house we….(only have half an hour of iPad a night). End of discussion. Walk out of
the room.’ It lasts a few seconds, not an hour.
4. Kids need to know their parents are in charge
Any parent knows that being in charge and making the decisions all the time can be exhausting. It is too much for us to
expect our children to take on that responsibility. “Hierarchy has really gone out of fashion in parenting. But
psychologically, it’s really important for kids to know that the person looking after them is in control,” says Manning.
“I see parents pleading with their child. ‘Please do this’ or ‘Please don’t hit that child’. This puts the child in charge.”
5. Kids need parents to be parents and not friends
I’m sure I’m not the only parent who has worried that my children won’t love me, either now or when they grow up.
Manning says that she sees parents tolerating disrespect from their children because they are worried about losing
their kids’ friendship. “One of the reasons parents don’t say ‘no’ is that they see their role as a friend and friends don’t
say ‘no’,” Manning says. “If you see yourself as your child’s friend rather than their parent, then it’s very difficult to put
those boundaries in place.”
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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
Happy Birthday
to the following students who will
celebrate their birthday:

TERM 2
May
Tuesday
Friday

May
24th

Isabel

3S

27th

Celia

6G

Aljur

4M

29th

Atharv

5L

30th

Sienna

5L

Daniella

6S

28th School Closure Day
31st Whole School Assembly 3DW

June
Sunday
Monday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday

School Banking

2nd Parish & School Family Mass
10.00am
10th` Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
14th Whole School Assembly Prep M
15th Sacrament of Reconciliation
Presentation Mass 5.30pm
16th Sacrament of Reconciliation
Presentation Mass 10.00am
26th Sacrament of Reconciliation 7.00pm
28th Whole School Assembly 3S
28th End of Term - 3.15pm

TERM 3

Dear Parent/Guardians
St Damian’s School Banking team needs your help.
With 2 out of 4 school banking volunteers leaving at
the end of this year, we need to recruit new
volunteers to ensure school banking can continue
to be made available for our students.
Unfortunately, if there are no new volunteers school
banking will not be able to continue from 2020.
If you are able and willing to commit 1 to 1.5 hours
every Tuesday morning during school term, please
contact school:
info@sdbundoora.catholic.edu.au
Volunteers only process school banking deposits

July
Wednesday
Thursday

17th Learning Conversations
8.30 am - 8.00 pm
25th St Damian’s Family Day

STUDENT FREE DAY
TUESDAY 28 MAY

AFL Dreamtime Ticket Competition winners
Thank you to everyone who entered. We had a great response. Our winners of the family tickets are

Lori 1B, Sharbel 1L, Gracie 5B, James 3DW, Orlando 3DW.
Congratulations to all and enjoy the game!
Mattie Dragonetti- FIRE Carrier Leader
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St Damian’s
Parents and
Friends News

School Banking volunteers are
needed on Tuesday’s.
Contact the Office for more
information .

Second Hand School
Uniforms

Join the Parent and Friends Committee and be part of a great team. Help
is needed for school fundraising
events and activities. Everyone can
contribute and help.

We have some second
hand uniforms for
purchase.
Get winter uniform NOW!
We are open on
Wednesdays during Term 2
from 8.50am to 10am.

Next P & F meeting this Friday at
9.00am in the School Hall Foyer .
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2019
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this program we will be able to get new
educational resources for our school/early learning centre – and all we need you to do is collect stickers when you shop for
your groceries at Woolworths.
From Wednesday May 1 to Tuesday June 25 or while stock lasts, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers. You
will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards). Place the
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet
can be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school or for your convenience there are boxes labelled ‘St Damian’s’ in
each of the following Woolworths stores; Polaris, Bundoora Square and Greensborough.
At the end of the promotion, we will be able to get some great new equipment. The range is extensive and offers lots of
items ideal for our students – including resources for ICT, Science, Maths, English, and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts
& Craft, Sport and more. If you’d like to know more visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn.
Jenny Rubira and the SRC (Student Representative Council)
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ST DAMIAN’S PARISH
NEWS

The Parish Office and House will be renovated starting from the 1st July for
approximately 6 to 8 months.
CHANGES TO BRIGILIA AND DUNLOP ROOMS
All Parish Groups that use the Briglia Room for meetings will be moving to the Dunlop
Room from Monday May 6th.
PARISH OFFICE
The Parish Office will be moving to the Briglia Room from Wednesday 5th June. To
prepare for the move the Parish Office will be closed from Friday 31st May to Tuesday 4th
June. Reopening in the Briglia Room on Wednesday 5th June. Until the 31st May the
Parish Office will remain in its current location.
PIANO FOR SALE
The parish is selling a piano which is situated in the Briglia Room. If you are interested in
purchasing the piano please contact the Parish Office.
HOUSE/OFFICE ITEMS FOR SALE
The Parish Office and House will be selling items such as old furniture, fittings,
kitchenware, kitchen appliance, etc.
This Sale will be on Saturday 22nd June from 9.00am to 2.00pm.
PLENTY ROAD ENTRANCE/EXIT
As of the 1st July cars and pedestrians will not be able to drive or walk down the hill from
Plenty Road entrance. This will be fenced off during construction. All traffic coming to
and from the Parish and School must be through Settlement Road . We apologies for
the inconvenience however as the Parish Office/House is a construction site the safety
of Parishioners and School families is paramount.
Any queries regarding any of the above information please contact Lina Parisot at the
Parish Office on 94672797 or Bundoora@cam.org.au.
Thank you.
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Parents and Guardians,
As our numbers are continuing to grow it is now essential that all bookings for ‘After School Care’ sessions are
now made via the Online Parent Portal or by calling Customer service team on (1300 105 343).
Please no longer Text the service phone to add your child to a session as the staff do not see this until 3pm and
that does not give us enough time to arrange extra staff for the number of children attending. Without booking
your children in online or through the phone we are not allocated the extra staff or resources to accommodate
your child/ren. On multiple occasions now, we are under-staffed during sessions and this is not only a risk to the
children but the staff as well, we have also been hitting our service capacity every week which means are
completely full and can not take anymore children under any circumstances. Therefore, moving forward from the
27/05/2019 if your child/ren is not booked in they will be sent straight to the office and will need to be picked up
ASAP.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding to this policy, please do not hesitate to talk to one of the
educators.
Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you soon.

是我校所采用的沟通工具之一。老师用
给家长。家长也可用

把自己班里重要的信息传

来通知学校孩子生病无法上学的信息，或出国等等。

有不同的语文功能。请跟着以下的步骤在手机里装上
1。到手机的

Google Play or App Store

寻找

，选择 ‘下载’

。
到

手机里
OPEN

2。下载后，启动

3。 按 NEXT ，选择 加入 SIGN UP, 输入姓名，国家，网址，设立密码 等。填完，按 SIGN UP
4. 左上角，选择
5. 寻找 St Damian Primary School
6. 加入 您孩子的班级 ADD
7. 右上角， 进入

， 在 Translation ， 选择 Chinese。 您所收到的信息将为您翻译好。

